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the State. He saw no reason for the change 
of the existing law upon this subject, and why 
cere should be a publication of the laws in three 
papers in this city, and in but one paper in each 
of the States. He proposed, therefore; to make the 
regulation just as it had been, to let the law remain 
qnehanged. He beljeved that the Secretary of 
giate, under the existing law, had already appointed 
sprinter of the laws in the several States, He 
xnew this to be the case in his own State, and he 

it to be in many, or most of the other 

ates. Some of the public printers of the States 

did not print papers at all. He saw no reason 

whatever for it, and he hoped, in a general appro- 

iation bill like this, they would not make a radi- 
cal change of the system. 

Mr. CARTTER said he understood the gentle- 
man from Kentucky to say he saw no reason for 
the change. He would inquire of the gentleman 
whether it did not distribute the printing accord- 
ing to the politics of the several States, as the pub- 
jie printer was generally of the same politics with 
the dominant party in the State? 

Mr. MOREHEAD replied, that there was no 
doubt but the amet suggestion was correct. 
But he assured the gentleman and the House that 
this consideration had had no influence whatever 
upon his action—none at all. The little pittance 
of profit given to a newspaper upon printing, 
amounting to $150 or $200, could not be considera- 
tion enough to influence anybody. While his 
Democratic friends, however, were in power in the 
General Government, no effort whatever was made 
to give this printing to the printers of the States; 
and why, now that, after a long series of years, 
the general administration wasin the hands of the 
Whig party, should they be stript of the power 
over this small subject of printing, and the rule 
which had existed during Democratic administra- 
tions be. changed ? 

Mr. BAYLY. I desire to explain the reason. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, made the point 
of order that a second gentleman could not address 
the committee at all (under the new rule) unless he 
avowed himself against ne amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY. 1am against it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
the gentleman from Virginia to rise to oppose the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. BAYLY. I rise to oppose it.- 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia will proceed. 

Mr. BAYLY proceeded to state the reasons 
Which had influenced the Committee of Ways 


say in the outset that the reasons which the gentle- 
man from Ohio and the a from Kentucky 
had supposed influenced them, had had no weight 
whatever. ‘Two changes were proposed: one was 
to confine the of the laws to one news- 
paper in each State. ‘Phey thought this was quite 
enough, as it was made a mere matter of patron- 
age. He had had some experience relative to this 
matter. He had known a good many instances 
of applications for these official publications; and 
¢ reasdn generally given was not that the news- 
paper would give the widest publication, but, on 
the contrary, that it was not doing very well and 
wanted a little help. The committee thought one 
newspaper was enough. R 
wi ama _—_ s influenced the committee 
ropose the other change, viz., that the rs 
jee | the State printing should be aaleatea to 


pu pe a laws wis, that persons 
ws in a newspaper would 
naturally Aaake-apcthe paper whic Old the Watt 
Printing. It would thus be a matter of great con- 
eee to the to have the same paper pub- 
ish ~ me.eete Leas As to the provision for 
ication ree newspapers at Washing- 
ton, they re it because there were three 
ing political newspapers here—— - 


: wspa 
Cries of “What are they?’ «There are five.” 
Mr. B. named the Intelligencer, Union, and Re- 
public; and said oa was not particular at all; if the 
committee chose strike * three”’ insert 
* two? he shad no objection. ogi 
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Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to amend | tonstituents, Let the people of the South know 













the clause proposed to be stricken ont by stri- | the truth. That party is hostile to them, and con- 


king out all after the word-~‘* newspaper,” and 


| trols this Government, and they should know it. 


to insert “having the largest cireulation in the || The National Eva, he had also heard it asserted, 


State or Territory.” 
He desired simply to say, in reference to the |; 
amendment he proposed, that it was the precise | 
rale adopted at the Post Office Department in re- || 
lation to the publication of dead letters in all the | 
offices throughout the United States—giving the | 
publication to the paper having the largest eircu- ! 
lation. The fact as to the relative circulation | 
would be easily determined, in the same way in || 
which the post offices were enabled to determine it. || 
Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, hoped the amend- 
ment would not be adopted. No law had given 
the postmasters and the department so great | 
trouble as this very law. Continual quarrels || 
were going on among the newspapers in regard to 
their respective cireulations. That controversy, | 
if the amendment were adopted, would be trane- 
ferred to the Secretary of State; and he would be || 
obliged to receive evidence to determine which pa- |! 

r had the largest circulation. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Llinois, moved to‘amend the 
amendment by striking out the word “ largest’’ 
and inserting ‘* the most extensive.” 

He said the circulation of a paper might be 
numerically the largest, but if compared to a par- 


} 
; 
; 


| ticular locality it was not so valuable for the pub- 


lication of the laws as a paper having a more gen- 
eral circulation. The State papers went into every 
county in their respective States, being furnished | 
by law to the county clerks, and thus being ac- | 
cessible to every citizen. For this reason they | 
were the proper papers to be selected for the pub- | 
lication-of the United States laws. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- | 
ment to the amendment was rejected. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. Meape 
and the Chair, on a point of order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, inquired of the || 
Cuarr whether it would be in order to move an 


| amendment providing for the publication of the | 


laws in two newspapers in the city of Washing- 
ton, instead of three. 

The CHAIR said that amendment would be in 
order. 

Mr. JOHNSON submitted it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said, the object | 


| 











| vide the public printing between two of the papers 


of the two leading parties. A great many gen- 


this country—Democratic and Whig. Now, in | 
the present stage of our affairs, he would not assert | 
that they were the only or even the leading parties. 

But he would say that the Whig party appeared | 
| to have two organs. Let the Administration choose 
between its organs. 
| erates would like to know which is the organ. Such | 
knowledge would not be amiss, he would suggest, | 
most respectfully, on the other side of the House. 
Whilst there is a confusion, or conflict of organs, | 
the votes of those who would take step to time, | 
must be confounded. It is possible, too, that at 
some time in future, some additional Democratic 
organ may be attempted to be set up, and then ad- 
| ditional appropriation is to be made for it. Justice 
will require, at once, if the Treasury is to be saddled | 
with two Whig papers, it should also support two | 
Democratic papers. A 





sufficient, with one paper in each State. 


or it ought to be all. The Southern Press is the 
organof the people of the South; the National Era 
is the organ of the F Hers. It is idle, by 
this Free-Soil party. It has its being in this 
House, and it is the strongest party in this House 
at this time. Gentlemen of the South should not 
conceal it pep Soares, but should not onl 

recognize the but id proclaim it fo their 


journal published here. 


| he desired to effect by the amendment was to di- | 


and Means in making this change. He desired t | tlemen held that there were two great parties in || 
. He desired to 


We poor, benighted Demo- || 


s to mere expediency and | 
| the public good, two papers at this point are amply | 
Let the || 
Administration make its own selection for its own | 


per. 
If any gentleman will move to amend and insert | 
five, he would support that. It ought to be two | 


legislative forms and acts, to deny the existence of || 


had the largest patronage and circulation of any 
It was a most significant 
fact, if true. Why deny the existence of such a 
party? If the Government is to support mere than 
two papers, let it support the five. If there be 
only two parties, let there be two only saddled on 
the Treasury. 

Mr. TOOMBS very briefly opposed the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. 
Jounson.] The object of the committee, (Mr. T. 


‘| said) had been to destroy the publication of the 


laws as a mere matter of patronage, and to have 
the publication so made as to benefit the bedy of 
the people. In the propriety of that object he 
fully concurred. He did not wish that patronage 
of this sort should be dispensed one way or che 


|| other. The great end to be attained was the pub- 


lie benefit. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkarteas, modified his 


|| amendment so. as to provide that the two papers 


should be of opposite political parties. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to amend the amend- 
ment of Mr, Jonnson, by ‘striking out ** two” 
newspapers and inserting ‘* four.”’ 

Mr. G. briefly urged his amendment on the 
ground that a knowledge of the laws should be 
given to all parties. The publication of them in 
the ** National Era” would carry them to as great 
a number of people, or nearly so, as their publica- 
tion in all the other city newspapers together. 
The circulation of that paper was seventeen thou- 
sand. He had no idea that the publication should 
be confined exclusively to papers of limited cireu- 
lation like the ** Intelligencer” and the *‘ Union.” 
It was throwing away the public funds. He was 


willing to extend the publication to the ** Southern 


Press’ and the ** National Era.”” The object was, 
to diffuse a knowledge of these laws among the 
people, and the publication should be given to 
those papers which had the most extensive circa- 
lation. And he would further move to amend by 


| adding the words ‘ of the largest circulation.’ 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Does the pro- 


| posed amendment of the gentleman from Ohio 
| [Mr. Guppiyes] include four or five newapa 


rs? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Four instead of three! 

Mr. JOHNSON, (to the Chair.) Is the amend- 
meant of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gippings] 
in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. GIDDINGS then again modified his amend- 
ment, so as simply to add the words “ of the 


'| largest cireulation,’’ (and not altering the num-~ 


ber. 

The amendment, as modified, was rejected. 

And the question recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Jounson, of Arkansas— 

Tellers (Messrs. Corwin, and Meape,) were 
appointed. : 

And the question being taken, the vote stood 
ayes 60, noes 73. 

So the amendment wsa rejected. 

The question then recijrred, and was taken on 
| the amendment of Mr. Stanton, of Kentucky. 


|| » And it was rejected. 


The. question then recurring on the amendment 
of ir. Me ceandie— 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by inserting the following: 

“In each Congressional district in the United States, and 
in each Territory, and in three newspapers in the city of 
Washington.’? 
| Mr. S: contended, that apart from the right of 
| the people to have a knowledge of the laws by. 

which they were to be governed, the expenditure 


|| of the money (even at the largest amountat whjch 


| it-was estimated) was not a measure of bad czon- 
|omy. In the State of Ohio, the policy had been 
|| adopted of publishing the laws in two newspapers 
|| in each county. The object of the publication of 
the laws of the United States was to let the people 
in each particular division of the United Statee 
\} know what their Representative and those asso- 
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ciated with him had been about, and the results at 
which they had arrived. Without reference to 
party, considerations, the Administration 
which might be in po 





H 
1} 


1 


| 


r, he was in favor of | 


spreading the laws broadcast over the land. Tbe || 
expense which mightbe incurred in effecting that || 


object bore no proportion to the good that would || 


be accomplished. It was, moreover, a matter of 
right that the people should know what had been 
done here. 

Mr. BAYLY said, that the object of the publi- 
cation of the laws in the newspapers seemed to 


} 
i 
| 
} 
j 


have been misunderstood. The object was not to | 


give them a general circulation. That was pro- 
vided for in the very next clause of the bill, where 
provision was made for sending pamphlet copies 
of the laws to every county in every State of the 
Union. 
was, that before the pamphlet copy was obtained, 
there might be persons concerned in particular 


The reason of the newspaper publication | 


| appropriation, he supposed, was partly intended | 






be put in possession of necessary information 
which he could not obtain except by incurring this 
outlay; for gentlemen were doubtless aware thata 


single newspaper, British or Continental, in many | 


cases cost thirty and thirty-five dollars a year. — 

Mr. CARTTER said, he would modify his 
amendment, under the suggestion of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, by adding the words, 


** And that the appropriation be for foreign news: | 


papers.”’ 


Mr. ASHMUN said, he wished to observe; in || 


addition, that he was informed, and believed that it 
was the constant practice of the State Department 
to send to our ministers abroad some of the news- 
papers published in this country. This item of 


| for this purpose. 


| 
i} 


liws who wanted to see them. And there was a || 


very small class of persons interested. He did not 
suppose it necessary to say arfything more. 
he question was taken, and the amendment of 

Mr. Scuencx was rejected. 

Mr. BROWN, of | 
amendment by inserting three papers. 

Mr. B. said he had no remarks go make. 

A brief conversation followed between Mr. 
BROWN and Mr. BAYLY, in his seat.) 


ndiana, moved to amend the 


|| be applied. 


Mr. MOREHEAD desired to suggest that this | 


was a copy of the clause of the appropriation bill 
of the laet Congress. The law fixed two papers in 


each State, and this’ provision of the bill merely | 


proposed to earry the existing law into effect. 
Mr. BROWN, of Indiana. That being the 
fact, | withdraw my amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN’: The gentleman cannot, vn- | 


der the rule, withdraw his amendment except by 
the unanimous consent of the: committee. 
Objection was made. 
So the amendment was not withdrawn. 


The question was then taken, and the amend- | 


ment of Mr. Brown was rejected. 

The question then recurred and was taken on 
the amendment of Mr. Morenean. 

And, by ayes 69, noes 59, it was agreed to. 

The following item having been read— 

“ For newspapers two hundred dollars’*— 

Mr. CARTTER moved to reduce this appro- 
priation to fifty dollars. 

He said he did not understand why the Secre- 
tary of State required so many newspapers. 
certainly could not read them all and attend-to 
the duties of his office. Besides, he did not see 
any gpecification of the ‘kind of newspapers the 
Secretary was to receive. If it was the duty of 


He || strongly of the opinion that there was nothing ne- 


| cessary that had not a name. 


The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was rejected. 
The Clerk read the next item. 
Department of: State. 
“ For miscellaneous items, $1 ,000.”’ 


Mr. CARTTER moved to strike out $1,000, and 


| insert $500. 


This sum of $1,000 he thought was rather a 
large one to be appropriated under the head of 
miscellany. 


*but he would like to have some little information 
|| regarding the objects to which the money was to 


Perhaps some gentleman would be 
able to inform him what this miscellany meant. 


It might be all necessary and proper, | 





} 


| 


extra clerk bire for preparing and collecting mai 
a ee Congress, fifteen thousand two Seanenne 


| to vote understandingly. 
| priations for miscellaneous expenses. 
| priation of $15,200 was described on 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


He supposed it meant everything in general, and || 
|| nothing in particular. But what he desired to know || 
was, whether this money was required for any || 


purpose incident to the duties of the office, or at 


all serviceable to the public, or whether it related || 
to other matters—matters foreign to the public ser- || 


vice. If it were for the purchase of wines and-cigars 
and oysters, and other creature comforts and-su- 
perfluities of that description, he was altogether 
opposed to it; but if it could be shown to relate 
legitimately to the discharge of the duties of the 
department, he would be glad to see the appropri- 
ation rightly named. Most of those things that 
were necessary to the discharge of officia! duties, 
as well as those things necessary to human exist- 


| ence, had names by which they could be known. 
|| He objected to the title given to this appropriation; 
| it ought to have a new caption; miscellany did not 


mean anything. He repeated that he was ready to 
vote for the largest amount that might be necessary 


‘| for the business of the department, but he was 


The question was taken on the amendment, and 


\| it was rejected. 


the House to supply him with this ephemeral | 


trash, he would like to have a hand in directing 
what kind of reading he should be supplied with. 
If they had got to supply him with two hundred 
dollars’ worth of newspapers, he thought they 


| 


} 


“ State Department—for miscellaneous items, $1,100,’ 


Mr. CARTTER moved to reduce the sum to 
five hundred, “He would like to be informed by 


'| some friend of the Administration what this was 


\| for. 


ought at least to exercise some guardianship 


over the matter. But the appropriation was 
enormous. There was no necessity for so large a 
sum, Fle perceived that there were numerous 
jiema styled miscellaneous, and among.them this 
item for newspapers was the only one in which 
the object was specifically designated. 


They would amount in the aggregate, he believed, 
purpose. 


sum°of $200 should be thrown away annuully- fo 
newspapers. A litle way further on in the bill 


He wanted to know what was to be done 
with the money. 

A little further on in the bill it would be per- 
ceived there was another of these miscellanies; 
indeed the bill was full of them. The only differ- 
ence between this miscellany and the-one he had 


|| & little while ago raoved to reduce, was that this 


would be found an item for miscellaneous exnend- | 


itures of $1,000. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will con- 1 
| 


fine himself to the amendment. 
Mr. CARTTER (continuing) said, jt occurred 


office, it would furnish him as good reading as 


the newepaper press could afford, and as great a 


qaantity as he could possibly require. 
.Mr. ASHMUN (availing himself of the rule 


to the proposed amendment, 
merely to suggest, for the information of gentie- 
men who were not informed on the subject, that 
he supposed this item was put in to enable the 
Secretary of State to have at his command the 
leading papers of foreign countries—that he might 


to him that fifty dollars would be ample to be ex- | 


pended for newspapers for the Secretary of State’s | 


H id || one wae one hundred dollars larger than the other. 
e would | 


like to know why these appropriations were made. | dollars more than the other. 


1] 
to about twenty thousand dollars, a very large sum | 
it seemed to him, to be appropriated for no specific || ter afiscellan 
He saw no.reason whatever why. this || 


This miscellany it seemed cost one hundred 
He would like 
very much to know the relative qualities of 
these miscellanies. This appeared to be a bet- 

than the ones by one hundred 


dollars’ worth. Perhaps some gentleman who 


r | represented this miscellaneous Administration 


could inform him of the exact quality of these 
miscellanies. 
The question was taken on the motion to amend, 


and it’ was negatived. 


The Clerk read the next item, viz: 

“For compensation of Second Auditor, and the Clerks, 
Messenger, and Assistant Messenger, in his office $5},057.” 

Mr, BAYLY moved to strike out $51,057 and 
insert $38,850. 
_ The Second Auditor, he remarked, had ascer- 


| tained that he was able to dispense with a large 


which permits a five minutes's h in opposition | portion of the force in his office, and it was at his 


said, he desired | 


instance that this motion was made. 
' ~The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was agreed to. . 
The next clause was read, as follows: 
_ In the office of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
* For copying, labor, blank books, stationery, sealing sli 
registers, translating foreign languages, printing, weguing, 











| 








ee — 





_ the ¢2.800 could ver 
| chief reason for making this motion 
_ the attention of gentlemen to it, in order that he 


“ For miscellaneous expenses, two thousand eight hun 


dred dotars.’” . 


: Mr. eee moved to 
or miscellaneous expenses. This wa 
those miscellaneous sections, at least if it oe 
he was incapable of judging. And here was i 
$15,200 appropriated for copying, labor, blank 
books, stationery, for sealing slips, registers &e 
in fact for miscellaneous purposes, He thouett 
well be dispensed with. He 
Was to eal} 


strike out the $2,800 


might hear some explanation of the whole of the 
misceflaneous expenses, so that he might be able 
Here were two Appro- 
Phe &ppro- 
) 1 Ns face as 
being for uncertain and miscellaneous Purpnseg 
and notwithstanding that appropriation of g]5 200 
for uncertain and miscellaneous purposes, there 
was another appropriation right below it for mis. 


_cellaneous purposes totally independent of and jp 


addition to the other. He desired to be informed 
what other miscellanies there could be after the appj. 
cation of the $15,200 in connection with that office 

The question was taken on the motion to strike 
out, and it was decided in the negative, 

The Clerk read the next clause: 
_ “In the office of the Fuurth Auditor. Por miscellaneoys 
itemis, $200.’? 

Mr. McMULLEN moved to strike out 200, 

He made this motion, he said, for the purpose 
of obtaining information, and not for the purpose 
of voting against the appropriation. He would 
not undertake to say that the appropriation was 
unnecessary, but his colleague, the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, had not 
given them any specific information in relation to 
these items, and he would really be at a lovs what 
account to give of these appropriations if called 
upon by his constituents to do so. He did not 
know for what purpose these large sums of money 
were appropriated, nor to what objects they were 
to be applied. He was ready to vote for the ut- 


| most dollar that was requisite for the expenses of 


the department, but he wished to know explicit!y 
what the money was for. He would be glad to 
be informed by the gentleman from Ohio, {Mp. 
7 : Bia 

Mr. BAYLY said it was ao to specify 
the precise objects for which this money was to 
be expended. There were a hundred things that 
might require a portion of the money. It was 
necessary to repair all damages that might happen. 
If the locks of deors were broken off they mus; 
be replaced; if a part of the earpet should be 
destroyed, it woald have to be repaired. He 
could tell what were the spetific objects to which 
the miscellaneous appropriations of last year 
were applied, but_he could not tell to what spe- 


cific purposes it would be necessary to apply those 


of this year. They were styled miscellaneous 
expenses, for the reason that it could not possibly 
be known what particular purposes they were to 
be applied to. 3 E 

Mr. STANLY inquired if these miscellaneous 
appropriations had not been uniformly made in all 
the appropriation bills from time immemorial? 

Mr. BAYLY. The same items are invariably 
contained in every civil and diplomatic appropn- 
ation bill that Congress has ever passed. 

Mr. STANLY. Exactly. 

Mr. VINTON said, he would merely remark, 
for the information of the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. McMutuen,) that there was a report pub- 
lished at every session of Congress, setting forth 
all the itenis for which money appropriated under 
the head of migcellaneous expenses had been ex- 


| pended. And if the gentleman from Virginia 


would refer to these reports, he would find what 
was the nature of these appropriations for miscel- 
laneous purposes. If an old broom was worn ov, 
and a new one purchased, the item was set down 
in the report. If a chair had been mended, the 
ex would be found stated in the report. 

he question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was negatived. . . 

Some conversation here took place between Mr. 
Bar_r ns Mr. Vinton, eas - transfer of 
some of the items, so as to position in 
which they were placed. tt Dey 
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“Mr. WHITE moved to amen? the bill after line 
ras hundred and fifty, making appropriation for 
the Pension Office, by inserting the following: 

« For office rent, clerk hire, fuel, and lights for the pen- 

agent ae Albany, New York, two per centum on the 
smount disbursed Uy the said agent.” 

Mr. JONES asked the Chair if this amendment 

in order ? 

‘1, WALDO asked if the existing law did not 
allow the pension agents @ per centage of two per 

um! 
The CHAIR said, he was not aware of the ex- 
istence of any law authorizing this pension agent 
st-Albany, or that thefe was such a pension agent 
rforming the duties. 

Mr. WHITE replied, that there was a law 
suthorizing the employment of this pension agent. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
jn order. 
wes. WHITE explained, that the business of 
this pension agency in Albany, previous to the 

ssaze of the sub-treasury law, was performed 

y the Mechanics’ Bank at Albany. Under the 
sub-treasury law the business was transferred from 
this bank into the hands ofa pension agent. In con- 
sequence of the benefit received by the bank from 
the deposit of the public money in that institution, 
it considered itself as sufficienthy reimbursed for 
the trouble of performing the duties of this agen- 
cy. But when the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
moved the funds and transferred the duties of this 
avency from the bank, the agent who had been 
employed complained that the compensation he re- 
ceived was entirely inadequate, amounting to not 
morethan $1,000. He had received a letter from 
the pension agent onthe subject, but he had not it 
in his desk. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, inquired if the law 
did not allow pension agents a per centage on the 
moneys disbursed by them? 

Mr. WHITE replied, that it did not provide a 
compensation which was adequate. The expenses 
incurred by thisagent for the rent of his office, for 
fuel, and other necessary contingencies, amounted 
to $4,000 per annum. And the agent stated that 
be could not, without additional compensation, 
continue to hold the office, 

Mr. EWING propounded some question, not 
heard, as to the amount of the allowance by law 
to pension agents. 

Mr. WHITE repeated, that the actual expenses 
of the office were $4,000. Hecould not eidks any 
use of the money in his hands. 

Mr, WALDO rose in opposition to the amend- 
ment. The gentleman from New York would find, 


by reference to the laws, that all these pension agents || 
| He also adverted to an item in the general esti- 


areentitled to receive two pee cent. on all the sums 
pelt out bythem, And he believed that there was, 

esides this, an allowance for incidental expenses. 
He thought the gentleman from New York would 
find that this was the fact. A proposition had 
been submitted to the Committee on Pensions, to 
merease the compensation of certain pension 
agents, who had eomplained that they could not 
afford to execute the duties of their agencies, be- 
cause the amount of the pergentage did not enable 
them to pay thenecessary expenses to which they 
were subjected. They had, therefore, petitioned 
for an increase of their compensation, which, in 
cases where the annual aggregate amount paid out 
did not exceed $10,000, was'regarded as insuffi- 
cent to cover the expenditure. Where the aggre- 
gate of disbursements exceeded $10,000, the com- 
pensation was found to be sufficient. ‘This agency 


at Albany being an important one, the per centage || 


and the additional allowance for incidental expen- 
ses, ought to be sufficient. 

Mr. WHITE repeated, that the pension agent 
at Albany had stated that the expenses of the 
office amounted to $4,000. 

Mr. WALDO resumed. It seemed to him that 
the two percent. allowed ought to yield a sufficient 
compensation in this case. The Committee on Pen- 
sions had agreed on a bill for the relief of certain 
pensien agents; be he had not the report of the 
committee at hand. 

Mr. JONES said he had the law before him, 
which he would send to the Clerk’s table to be 
read for the information of the commitwe. It was 
the law regulating these pension agencies. 
ht mel ae sent the law to wag the Clerk, 

es that a percentage of two per centum 
shall be allowed to ae agents on the sums 
paid out by them, w is to be considered as 


. 
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: 





a compensation in full for the discharge of the | 


; 


duties of the agency, and that the total amount of | 


GLOBE. 


a ge 
ge 


Mr. CARTTER moved thatthe committee rise. 
The question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. 


| such compensation shall in no case exceed $1,000. || Fowrer and Haut actif as such,) and decided 
|. The question was then taken, and the amend- 


| 


| 
| 
1 











| 








a 


' 
| Commissioner of Pensions, and his messenger, 


| under the control of this department, and that of- | 
| fice required to have access to all the records and | 
laws of patents. In that bureau there should be a || 


ment was rejected. 


i} 


The next item was read, as follows: | 


« Por compensation © 
the clerks and messenger his office $34,034,” 


Mr. BAYLY said he was instructed by the 


| 
mivsioner of Pensions, and | 


this item by striking out $34,034,-and to insert || 


$34,700. 
Mr. B. was going to remark that the object of | 
the amendment was to restore the salary of the | 
Mr. HALL suggested that this amendment | 
was out of order, oh the-ground that it was not 
competent, in an appropriation bill, to raise the 


salaries of officers. 

Mr. BAYLY said he desired to state to the 
committee what was the fact. The salary of a mes- 
senger was not usually fixed by law. He gets 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


what is deemed a proper remuneration for his || 


labor. 
Retrenchment raised for the purpose of cutting | 
down the public expenditures. That committee | 


Some years ago, there was a Committee of || 


had reduced the pay of the Commissioner of Pen- || 


sions $500, and had cut down the compensation | 
of the chief messengerjn the pension office from | 
$700 to $580. The committee failed altogether in 


effecting any reduction in the pay of the other mes- || 
| sengers; and did not proceed in cutting down any || 
| of the salaries of the heads of departments or other || 


officers. Noone was touched but Col. Edwards and 
his messenger. Now this messenger had asked 
to have the $200, which was thus cut off from his 
pay, restored to him, that he may be put on an 
equality with the other messengers. He presumed 
there would be no objection to the amendment. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


Mr. VINTON moved to amend the bill in line || 


255, where it reads: ‘* For library, maps, &c., 


five hundred dollars,’’ by inserting before the word || 
‘“ five’’ the words ‘‘ five thousand,”’ so as to make 


it read ** five thousand five hundred dollars.”’ 
He stated, that in the estimates originally sent to 


Congress from the Department of the Interior, ||. 


when the deficiency bill was under the considera- 
tion of the Committee of Ways and Means, early | 


The 


dollars’’ for a library for that department. 


‘|| Committee of Ways and Means, thinking it by | 


no means an improbable contingency that the new 


department might be abolished, struck out this es- | 
} 


timate of $5,000, and substituted in lieu of it $500. 


mates of $1,000 for a library for the Patent Office. | 


He stated that it was very important that the de- || 


artment should be provided with a good library. | 

here were questions of law frequently to be set- 
tled there, which rendered it necessary that the | 
department should be provided with ail the statutes, 
and the reports of the decisions of the courts. 
Then there were numerous questions in relation to | 


mines, and other property in the new Territories, || 


which have been recently acquired, rendering it | 
necessary that all the old Spanish laws should be 
within reach. The Patent Office, foo, was put 


library, as it was important to know what inven- 
tions had been discovered and patented in other | 
countries. t 
could have anything like -a useful library without | 


$5,000 to begin with, and an annual appropriation | 


afterwards of from $1,000 to $2,000. The amend- | 
ment which he hftd now proposed was simply to | 
insert in this bill the item of appropriation which, | 
aceording to the estimates received from the de- | 
partment, ought to have been passed in the defi- | 
ciency bill at an Orta of the session. He | 
hoped it would now be agreed to. 

The question was then about to be taken, when | 
tellers were demanded. The Chair requested Mr. | 
Casey and Mr. Ewe to act as tellers. The | 
question was then taken, and the tellers reported— 
ayes 68, noes 62. ~ 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MATTESON moved to strike out from 
the clause ** &c.,” and insert “ and ” after library. 
The question was taken and the amendment was 
ost. 


in the negative—ayes 50, noes @2. 
The Clerk read the following item, viz: 


‘* Por compensation of the clerks and messenger in the 
Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, 36,300.” 


Mr. WALDO moved to increase the appropria- 


tion to $6;350, so as to increase the salary of the 
Coramittee of Ways and Means t8 move to amend | 


messenger $50. 
Mr. . remarked, that he understood this of- 


|| ficer had to discharge the duty of keeping an én- 


tire set of books. It was requisite that he should 
be a practical book-keeper, and he thought that 
the amount of his salary ought to be increased, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said, he be- 
lieved the salary, in this case, was fixed by law. 

He raised the question, therefore, whether the 
motion was in order, 

The CHAIRMAN, Can the gentleman from 
Mississippi inform the Chair whether the amount 


|| of this salary, in this case, is fixed by law? 


Mr. THOMPSON. I do not think, sir, there 
is a clerk in that department whose salary is not 
fixed by law. As to this particular clerk, | cannot 
say. I only judge from the general principle. 

Mr. WALDO said, he did not himself know 
whether the salaty was fixed by law or not; he 
was inclined to believe that it was 

He moved that the commiitee rise. 

The motion was agreed to, and the committee 
rose. 


Mr. MATTESON asked leave of the. House to 


| Offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That House bill, No. —, being a bill for the 
reduction of postage and te abolish the franking privilege, 
be made a special order for the 4th Monday of August, in- 


stant, at seven o’clock.p. m., and continue from day to da 
at the same hour until the same shall be finally Uisposed of, 

He said the resolution was not intended at all to 
interfere with other business. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and said debate was 
not in ofder, and that the resolution could only be 
received by unanimous consent. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. MATTESON moved a suspension of the 


\| rules, to enable him to offer the resolution, and on 


this motion he asked the yeas and nays; and, ~ 
Pending the question, on motion, the House 


adjourned. 


in the session, there was an item of “ five thousand || 


PETITIONS. 


The following petitions were presented under 
the rule, and referred to the appropriate commit- 
| tees: 

By Mr. PHOENIX: A petition of citizens of Ne ork, 
in favor of providing greater security for passer on 
board steamers and other vesseis. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of J: Spooner and others, 
of Brooklyn, New York, asking Congress to provide, by law, 
| better security to the lives of our citizens on bourd of steam- 

boats navigating the waters of the United States. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpary, August 19, 1850. 


| 


| Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a 


It was impossible that the department || 


memorial signed by a vast number of persons of 
Clinton, in the State of Massachusetts, asking that 
| specific duties may be substituted for ad valorem, 
| and expressing the belief that they can have no 
permanent prosperity while our markets are open 
to the surplus products of other countries, under 
ad valorem duties that diminish in amount in pro- 
portion as prices are depressed; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Manufactures. 
Also, from citizens of Boyleston, in the same 
| State, and for the like effect. 
Also, from farmers, mechanics, merchants, man- 
| ufacturers and others, citizens of Southbridge, 
| Worcester county, Massachusetts, stating that the 
| system of levying duties upon imports Which allows 
a foreign valuation, subjects American labor and 
products to unfair competition; which were sever- 
ally referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 
Mr, STURGEON presented a memorial of 
physicians and others, citizens of Philade!phia, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, asking that the m-dical 
rank of surgeons of the navy may be assimilated 
to that of the medical officers of the army; which 
was referred to the Committee on Nava! Affairs, 
Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of Emily C, 
B. Thompson, widow of Captain Thompson, late 
of the United States navy, asking an increase of 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on 
aval Affairs. 
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elutions of a public meeting held at Cahaba, Datlas 
eounty, Alnbama, appfeving the address of the 


Mr. CLEMENS presented a preamble and res- 








Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on rey 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill to provide 
for raising ten additional regiments of cavalry, re- 


Nasivitle Convention; which waa ordered to lie || ported back the same with an amendment, accom- 
| panied by a report, which was ordered to be 


on the table. . 
Mr. DAYTON presented a petition signed by 


New Jersey, in favor of wwe cents 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. D 


} 
sixty-eight citizens of Trenton, in the State of 





printed. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN, fromthe Committee on In- 


oor ‘ on all || dian Affairs, to which w ferred the memorial 
prepaid icttere; which was referred to the Com- 


of Theodore E. Elliot, asking payment for a boat 
sold to R. M. Butler, the Indian agent, reported a 


AVIS, of Mississippi, presented the pe- || bill for his relief, and asked the unanimous consent 


tition of M. Jean Deplaigne, a French subject, re- || of the Senate to consider it at once. 
siding in Mexico, asking indemnity for the loss of || 
cerlain property seized by the naval force of the || ered in Committee of the Whole, and no amend- 


United States, afier the surrender of Frontera de | 


Tabasco, in Mexico; 
Commitiee of Claims. 

Mr. SOULE presented a memorial signed by 
citizens of the town of Frémont, county of Yolo, 
in California, asking that Benicia be made a port 
of entry, on account of its good and safe harbor, 
ita relative position to the northerh and southern 





| 


j 
} 
j 


No objection being made, the bill was consid- 


ment having been proposed, it was ordered to be 


which was referred to the || engrossed fora third reading. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution, 


| which was considered by unanimous consent and 


| 


| agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


| Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 


mines, and because it will greatly promote the || lishing a post-route from the county seat of Madison county, 
interests of the mining population, and the general | 


commercial interests of California; which was re- || 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


viz: Montpelier via Wattanah, Wheeling’s Ford, Camp- 
bell’s Grove, Indiantown, and Hunteville, to St. Francis, all 
in Iowa; also, from Vinton, in Black Hawk county, to the 
Upper Rapids, on Cedar river. 


Also, the memorial of merchants, iandholders, | ELECTRO-MAGNETISM. 


ons one yg + of Sacramento city, California, || jr BENTON submitted the following reso- 
eet oratendl ee — that it = || lation for consideration: 
: or e the interest and convenience -of || 
. : "Sey . }| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
the mining population of California; which was '| report to the Senate the results of the experiments in elec- 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. || tro-magnetism as a motive power, authorized to be made 
Also, from merchants and other citizens of tbe || by Professor Page under an appropriation of the last session 
town of Vernon, asking that Benicia may be made || 0f Congress, and under the supervision of the Secretary of 
. . the Navy. 
2 port of entry; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Commerce. 
Also, from merchants and other citizens of Mays- | 
ville, situated on the upper waters of the Sacra- | 


BILLS ON LEAVE. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill for, the 


mento river, showing that the entire commerce | 
ied on in vessels too small to | 
navigate the bays of San Francisco and San Pablo | 
with safety; and asking that Benicia be made a | 


ort of entry; which was referred to the Committee | : 
P 3 || consent of the Senate to introduce a blll for the re- 


eround them is ca 


on Commerce. 


payment of Indian volunteers called into the ser- 
vice of the United States; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DOWNS asked and obtained the unanimous 


Mr. DAWSON presented the memorial of Duff | 
Green and Benjamin E. Green, asking that certain || 
amounts of money, belonging to certain Cherokee || 
Indians formerly residing in the State of North || : 
Cerolina, be retained in the Treasury to pay cer- || The following resolution, heretofore submitted 
tain fees due them for the prosecution of the claims || by Mr. Case, was taken up for consideration: 
of suid-Cherokee Indians, which was referred to || Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. structed to inquire into the expediency of prohibiting by 

Mr. BELL presented a memorial from the Sac- || *™ 2™y officer of the army from assuming of exercising 

d Siér N { Recall Aen || within the limits of the United States any civil power or 
Famejto and Sierra Nevada ratiroad company, || authority not conferred by an act of Congress, and of pro- 
asking to be allowed the right of preémption to || viding an adequate punishment for such offences. 
th ds lying on the route of a yailroad which || Qn motion by Mr. CASS, it was referred to the 
the ‘Propose to construct from Sacramerrto city to |! Committee on Military A flairs. 
the foot of the Sierra Nevada mountains, in Cali- 


: : CAPTAIN LEWIS WARRINGTON. re 
fornia; which was referred to the Committee on || . : . : 
the Public Lands. ~~ || ‘The bill for the relief of Captain Lewis War- 


: i ial order. 
On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, rington and others came up as a specia : 
Ordered, That the petition of Rebecca Bright, widow of ae ~ a - ~ + a ae the fr 
Jacob Bright, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Ste CBO, ane . ee eae 
Committee on Naval Affairs. i Naval Affairs, was read by the Secretary. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. There being no proposition to amend, the bill 
Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- || 48 Teported to the Senate, was ordered to be en- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the petition of || €Tossed for a third reading, and was subsequently 


the citizens of the Cherokee nation of Indians | 84 ® third time and passed. 
THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


now residing in the State of Texas, asking that || 
The bill to cede the public lands of the United 


they msy not be excluded from the benefit of the || } ’ 
treaty with the Cherokee nation, asked to be dis- || States to the States respectively in which they are 
| situated, on condition that the said States shall 


charged from the further consideration of the same; 
severally grant and convey the said lands to actual 


which was agreed to, 
occupants only in limited quantitiés for cost of sur- 


second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 


MILITARY AUTHORITY IN TERRITORIES. 





Also, from the same committee, to which was | 





referred the memorial of the delegates of the Wy- 
andot nation of Indians, asking indemuity for the 
non-lulfilment of the treaty stipulations contained 
in the 5th article of the treaty of 1842, asked to 


be discharged from the further consideration of 


the same; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BRIGHT, from the Comnilttee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
bill to limit the term of office of the three Assist- 
ant Postmasters General, reported back the same 
without amendment, and recommended its pas- 


mr. SOULE, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which were referred the several memorials ask- 
ing the establishment of ports of entry in Califor- 
nia, reported a bill to create collection districts in 
California; which was read and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading. bi 

{The bill provides for the establishment of ports 
of entry at San Diego, Monterey, and Benicia. } 


1 
} 
j 
} 
| 


vey, transfer, and title muniments merely, came 
up in its order. 

On the motion of Mr. WALKER, in conse- 
quence of the absence of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, the further consideration 
of the bill was postponed to Mofday next; and it 
was made the special order for that day. 

INTERCOURSE WITH INDIANS. ~~ 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, then 
proceeded to the consideration of ‘* A bill to ex- 
tend the benefits of the 17th section of the act to 
regulate intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to 
preserve peace on the frontiers, approved June 3 
1834, to the people of the State of Texas and 
others.” 

Mr. MASON. When that bill was apa few 
days ago, | listened with good deal of attention, to 
the remarks which were made by the Senator from 
Ohio, Nog Ew.ne;) and from what I then heard, 
I was far from being satisfied with the provisions 
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| 





lief of Maria Taylor; which was read a first and || 


They are not properly tere; they do not belong 






: Aug. 19, 
of this bill. They depart, i : 
rules adopted-in ee law organizing our oom the 


Y ; ‘ tercou 
with Indian tribes, and indemniti 
depredations committed under thes emai fe 


involve the country in serious ex : , 
inderanities, wheoti is Diekadher dur of thee 
of the United States to prevent depredatione « 
| that kind. I would submit, therefore, to the en 
| ator who has charge of this bill, whether jt would 

not be better to let it pass over until the Senato 
from Ohio may be here? If it is now acted y : 
I shall be under the necessity of voting bist 3” 

Mr. ATCHISON. - The objection of the Se 
ator from Ohio was this: that the Governmen; oe 
the United States had no control or jurisdictio 
over Indians in Texas, and, therefore, cannot be 
responsible for depredatious committed by them 
Sir, f admit that there is some force in the aroy. 
ment, if it be a fact that there are Indians there 
over which the Government of the United States 
has not jurisdiction. To obviate, therefore the 
objection of the Senator from Ohio, I propose to 
amend the bill in the fourth line, after the words 
“and the United States,”’ by inserting the words, 
“under its jurisdiction.” If these words are ip. 
| serted, there will be no doubt, so far as the Objec. 

tion raised by the Senator from Ohio may ¢o, 
| The United States, in that case, will be only re. 
sponsible for depredations committed by Indians 
under their control and jurisdiction. To obviate 
| the objection of the Senator from Ohio, | therefore 
propose that amendment. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. There is an amendment of 
mine to that effect, which | offered the other day, 
and in which I wish to make a verbal alteration; 
that is, to insert the word “and ” in place of the 
word * or.” ‘ 

The modification was agreed to by unanimous 
consent, and the amendment was read as modified, 

Mr. ATCHISON. That answers the purpose, 
| [ withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. CASS. I merely wish to remark that the 
principle which has hitherto regulated our Indiag 
intercourse has been, that where the United States 
has owed them annuities, the United may offset to 
these annuities any injuries they may commit. | 
| would suggest whether this principle would not 
meet the case, and leave out of the question any 
difficulty as to whether such tribes were under our 
jurisdiction or not. It certainly would be agree- 
ably to the principle of the law under which we 
have always acted. 
| Mr. ATCHISON, The existing law goes one 
| step further. If depredations are committed by 
| 





| Indians who do not receive annuities, the United 

| States grants payment for these depredations, 

| These indemnities are paid out of the Treasury of 
the United States. 

Mr. CASS. I am perfectly aware of that; but 
the difficulty in this case is, that these Indians live 
in Texas, and are under the jurisdiction of that 
State. Now, if we are owing annuities to Indians 
living within the State of Texas, that would not 
prevent us from making an offset to these annui- 
ties for the depredations they May commit. 

Mr. RUSK. This bill only extends to Texas 


the benefits of the law as it is now extended to , 


other sections of the country. There are portions 
of the Indians that belong to the United States. 


to that soil, and have no claim there. There are 
several tribes to whom annuities are paid; and 
those Indians who have committed depredations 
ate those who do not properly belong to Texas. 
This bill proposes to extend the benefits of the in- 
tercourse law of 1834 to Texas, which law now 
ns indemnities for de tions committed by 
ndians, whether those Indians receive annuities 
or not. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. President, I find that the 
chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs 
mistaken as to the provisions of the law of 1834. 
I have before his committee now two petitions 
from constituents of mine, (Messrs. James M. 
Marsh, of Dubuque, Iowa, and George Berry, of 
Lee county, lowa,) who have,been robbed within 
the last year or two by the Sioux of Minnesota, 
within the limits of the State of Towa. 
mittee had heretofore refused to report 
their relief, notwithstandi 
supported by the 
were eed 
the State wa. The ground of refusal was 
that no annuities were due to these Indians. Now, 


The com- 
a bill for 
their petitions are 


very best kind of that they 
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if the General Government is bound to make these 
ments tothese individuals, the Committee on 
hen Affairs ought to report upon these cases 
ly, and let these individuals have the redress 
io which they are so justly, and, | think, so legal- 
ly entitled. . ; 
Mr, CASS: I will read the law,on this subject; 
“phat ifany Indian or Indians, belonging to any tribe in 
eae wall the United States, shall, within the Indian coun- 
jake or destroy the property of any person lawfuliy 
within such country, OF shall pass from the Indian country 
into any State or Territory inhabited by citizens ef the Uni- 
ted States, and there tak@p steal, or destroy any horse, 
ses, or other property belonging to any citizen or inhabit- 
an’ of the Cae States, such citizen or inhabitant, his rep- 
resentative, allorney, Or agen', may make application to the 
a ¢ superintendent, agent, orsub-agent, who, upon being 
furnished with the necessa 
under the direetion of the President, make application to 
the nation of tribe to which such Indian or Indians stall 


fuse to make satisfaction in a reasonable time, not exceed- 
ing twelve months, it shall be the duty of such superintead- 
ent, agent, OF sub-agent, to make return of his dotngs to the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, thatsuch further steps may 
be taken as shall be proper, in the opinton of the President, 
to obtain satisfaction for the injury ; and in the mean time, 
in respect to the property so taken, stolen, or destroyed, the 
United States guaranty to the party 89 injured an eventual 
indemnification.’” 

The act then goes on to provide that, where 
these Indians are entitled to annuities, the amount 
shall be dedacted from their annuities. If they || 
have no annuities, the United States is subject to | 
their guaranty. The object is apparent. It is || 
useful and necessary. If this were not so, and a || 
man’s horse was stolen on the frontier, the inhab- || 
itants of the frontier settlements would come over | 
into the Indian country for revenge. In this way 
the frontier would be kept in continual war. This 
contingency Was very wisely provided for. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. President, in the cases to | 
which I referred, the parties were Government 
surveyors of public lands. The Indians left their | 
own country, came into the State of Iowa, and 
robbed these gentlemen of their horses and pro- 
visions, and other valuable property, besides of- 
fering gross indignities to Mr. Marsh and his men. 





uents, who procured the necessary proof of the 
robbery, for indemnity to the agent of the Sioux || 
Indians. He referred them and me to the Com- |! 
missioner of Indian Affairs. THe commissioner || 
refused to compensate them. I then presented their | 
petition to the Senate; and had it referred to the | 
Committee on Indian Affairs, whom I have re- | 
peatedly and earnestly urged to report a bill for | 
me. he committee at one time refused to report | 
favorably, though {| have now a confident hope | 
that they will do so, that my constituents and | 
neighbors may receive the just compensation to | 


erty by theft and robbery made in broad daylight, 
and in defiance of them, by these wandering and 





documente and proofs, mat, | general liability of the United States for 4 such | 
| depredations. 
pelong, for satisfaction ; and if such nation or trive shall re- | presented and referred to the Committee on [ndian || 


|| United States; and that power extends to exclu- 


'| responsible, without their having any power to 





reckless Indians, who pay no respect to laws or 
persons when they have the advantage in numbers 
and in arms, as was the case in both the instances 
to whieh | have referred. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Mr. President, { think 
my friend from Iowa is under a misapprehension 
of the grounds upon which the claims to which he 
alludes were decided against by the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, The seventeenth section of the in- 
tercourse law of 1834, under which all this de- 
scription of claims are presented,.requires proof 
to be taken before the Indian agent. The object 
of this provision is to protect the Indians. Hence 
the examination takes place before the Indian 
agent, in order that the Indiansanay cross-examine 
the witnesses. The claims to which the Senator 
alludes were rejected because proof of the facts of 
— was not taken before the Indian agent. 

he case, however, is again before the committee 
on a recommital. 

While up, Mr. President, I would say a few 
Words in regard to thé merits of this bill. There 
Seems to be an erroneous im ion prevailing 
among several members of the body, that the pro- 
visions of this bill are an innovation upon the pro- 
visions which have heretofore been in 
into the various laws to regulate intercourse with 
the Indian tribes. That is not the case. This bill 


embodies precisely the same pee ae is 
. A pro- 


which they are entitled for the loss of their eg 
i 


Contained in the intercourse law of 1 

— of that law makes depredations committed 

rere, Indians Payable, in the first place, out of 
ir annuities. is had nothing to do with the 


principle of the liability of the United 
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States. But if the Indians who committed the 
depredations had no annuities, as is the case ve 
frequently, then the Treasury of the United States 
is liable. So that the principle of the law of 1834 
was the unconditional liability of the United States 
for all depredations committed by Indians in amit 
with them. And that law of 1834 provided'a 
mode of ascertainingg the amount of depredation 
committed, and made the annuities of the Indians 
liable for that, amount, in the first place. ~ 

This bill simply provides for the extension of 
the provision of the law of 1834 to Texas. It 
makes the Treasury of the United States liable for 
past depredations. This is upon the principle re- 
an by the intercourse law ‘of 1834, of the 





And we have had individual cases | 





Affairs. The object of this bill is to prevent the 
disposition of these cases by us, and to refer them | 
over to the executive departments, to be disposed | 
of by a general law. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, || 
feel some difficulty in relation to the propriety of || 
this bill; not that it introduces a new principle, | 
but that it extends the rule to a case not contem- || 
plated when the rule was made, and beyond the || 


tion of the United States to indemnify its citizens || 
for losses incurred by Indian depredations, results | 
from the fact that the Indians are to be controlled | 


|| within their own country, by the power of the || 


ding white men from the Indian country, except 
those who come with license. Now, in this case, | 
the United States have no control over the Indians 
of Texas, because they reside upon the territory | 
of Texas. The United Sintes have no power to cur- || 
tail the limits of the settlements of Texas, to prevent || 
white men from going into territory inhabited by || 
Indians. But the people of Texas being at liberty | 
to push their settlements as far as they please, and 


|| every Texan having a right, as far as the laws of 


ae. i '| Texas permit, to go into the country possessed b 
In both cases 1 made application for my constit- f vo a : 


the Indians, this act would make the United States | 


shield themselves. ‘This will result from the fact 
that we cannot keep the Indians within any certain 
country, and cannot prevent white men from tres- || 
passing dn that country, if any country be as- 
signed to the Indians. Collision, therefore, be- || 
comes inevitable; depredations will be frequently || 
committed; and so far as they are committed by | 
these roving bands that inhabit the southern and || 
western parts of Texas—there being no annuity to | 
be offsetted—the amount of the depredations would |! 
be a direct charge upon the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States. [I think, therefore, that we are extend- || 
ing this provision of the law of 1834 to a case not || 
contemplated when the law was made, and where || 
it cannot be justly applicable to this case, unless || 
some portion of the country be set apart for the |} 
Indian tribes; and that country put under the pro- | 
tection and supervision of the United States. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, [ think the honor- || 
able Senator has fallen into a slight mistake, in- | 
duced by the difference in character between the | 
indians over whom the intercourse law was, in || 
the first place, established, and those over whom | 
the jurisdiction of the United States has now been || 
extended. This bill, as I have before said, con- || 
templates nothing more nor less than extending | 
the provisions of the intercourse law of 1834 to || 
the State of Texas, as it now extends to every || 
other State in the Union. The Camanches, over || 
whom the United States have control, are roving 
bands. They have no idea of locality.. They 
never Camp two weeks in the same place. They 
are constantly following the buffaloes. The prin- 
ciple that has been incorporated in our intercourse 
laws is this: That when the United States take | 
control of a tribe of Indians, and are in amity with 
them, in order to avoid frontier wars, if these In- 
dians commit depredations on the inhabitants, the | 
United States guaranty that these depredations |, 
shall be eventually paid for out of the Treasury of 
the United States. The United States deduct the 
amount which they pay in this way from the an- 
nuities of the Indians, if they receive any. 

Now, the United States have the control of the 
Camanches. . They have taken control of them by 





i 








treaty, and by more treaties than one. In the 
first place, they made a treaty with them by which 
they took the control of them. In the second 
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ace, the United States have made a treaty with 
exico, by which they agreed to control these 
Camanches; and, in the third place, they are under 
the jurisdiction of the United States by the Con- 
stitution itself. The United States have a right to 
pass a law, and adopt any means necessary, to 
regulate commerce with these Camanches, unter 
the provisions of the Constitution. 

The depredations which have been complained 
of, and for Which memorials have been sent to 
Congress, and now before the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, are committed, not by the Caman- 
ches, but by the tribes which | have before men- 
tioned—the Cherokees, Delawares, Caddoes, and 
others, who should have been restrained within 
their own country. kt is the clear and palpable 
duty of the United States to restrain these tribes 
within their own country, and to prevent them 
from depredating on the inhabitants. IL do not 
intend to make any complaint now, or to sa 
anything which shall be at all irritating. But 1 
am bound to say that the Government of the United 
States has been wanting in duty to itself, and want- 
ing in duty to the people of Texas, for having per- 
mitted these Indians to constantly leave the 
territories assigned them by the United States 
Government, and go over and depredate upon the 


| principle upon which the rule rests. ‘The obliga- || people of Texas. 


This practice of the Indians commenced when 
[ first went to Texas;some sixteen or seventeen 
years ago, and it has continued ever since. We 
have had as much or more trouble with these In- 


|| dians, from the Indian Territory of the United 
| States, and it has cost us a greater expense to de- 


fend ourselves against them, than u ever did 
against the Mexicans. Some eight or ten of these 
tribes not only commit depredations upon the git- 


| zens of Texas, but they get into difficulty with 


the Indian tribes there. Itis a matter of policy 
with them to keep the Camanches and other wild 
Indians away, in order to have the profits of th= 
intervening trade, All the difficulties inte which 
the Indians of Texas have got, have been owing to 


| the improper conduct of these very Indians, 


which it was the duty of the United States, upon 


| every principle, to restrain and keep within the 
_ bounds they had assigned, and prevent them from 


coming upon the State of Texas. Not only 
should good neighborhood and a proper regard 


| for the citizens of any one State of the Union in- 


duce the Government of the United States to re- 
strain these Indians, but before our annexation 
they were under special treaty obligation to do it, 
and that obligation stull continues, 

Weill, sir, the question now is simply this, 
whether the United States will place Texas upon 


| the same footing, in regard to these Indian# with 


every other State of the Union? That will be 
the effect if this bill passes. By the first clause, 
the depredations of the Indians within their ju- 
risdiction will be paid for out of their annuities, 
and the individual depredated on, being thus guar- 
antied by, the Government, will not be forced to 
take the matter into his own hands and produce 
war. Butif you refuse to him the same guaran- 
tees which you-extend to other individuals, in the 
case of other Indians with whom you are on 
terms of amity, what is the natural consequence? 
Why, if depredated on, and his property taken 
away, having no guarantee, and being placed on a 
different footing from everybody else, he must 
take the law into his own hands and retaliate on 
the Indians. And what follows? Indian wars. 
Under these circumstances I hope the bill will pass. 

Mr. MASON. I must ask that the bill be post- 
poned till to-morrow. : 

Several Senators. Oh, let it jee 

Mr. MASON. The Senator from Mississippi 
is going to debate it further. 

Mr. AVIS. Only very shortly. 
Mr. MASON. -I must therefore ask that it be 


| postponed, in order to take up the other special 


order. 
The further consideration was then postponed 
until to-morrow. 


RECAPTURE OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the special order of 
the day, being a-bill to provide for the more 
effectual execution of the third clause of the second 
section of the fourth article of the Constitution of 
the United States. ; 

Mr. MASON submitted a substitute for the 
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whole bili, which after being read, a debate enSued, 
in. which Mesers. N, DAYTON, BER- 
RIEN, WINTHROP, BUTLER, WALES, 
WALKER, UNDERWOOD, DAVIS of Missais- 
sippi, and CIIASE, took part. Several proposi- 
tions to amend the substitute were offered, and 
rejected; and without coming to any conclusion 
the bill was’ postponed until to-morrow. 

[A fall report of the proceedings will apgear in 
the Appendix. ] 

SUPPLEMENTARY CENSUS ACT. 

On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the House 
amendments to the supplementary census act. 

The smendments were read. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I move to disagree to 
the amendments, and will briefly state their opera- 
tion. The first amendment they propose is to 
strike out part of the bill. We say that the inhab- 
itants of California, Utah, and so forth, are to have 

one there before the first of June, and to have 

een settled since that time in thé Territory, and 
to have gone there with the intention to become 
permanent citizens. 
citizens,” &c., are stricken out by the House. 


The effect of that will be to count the persons who | 


go there, twice; once before they start, and once 
whilst in the Territory. The next amendment is 
to strick out the rate of compensation that we fixed 
upon, and give ten cents “Tae without saying 
anything about the size of the page; and thus 
putting it in the power of the parties to make the 
page as small asthey please. That will not do. 
The other amendment is that the Secretary of the 
Interior be allowed to extend the time for taking the 
census of these Territories till the first of January, 
1951, in fany district in which it cannot be done 
sooner. 1 do not know that there is any practi- 
cal objection to that; but my friend on my left 
[Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts,] thinks that would 
be the result without the amendment; and as we 
are to have a committee of conference, we may as 
wall disagree to this also. 


The question was then taken; and the amend- || 


ments of the House were disagreed to. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, Mugust 20, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Missis- 
sippi, by unanimous consent, the papers in the 
case of Elizabeth Herd were withdrawn from the 
committee to which they had been referred, with 
a view to their reference to the War Department. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 

On motion by Mr. GRINNELL, by unani- 
mous consent, it was ordered that the Speaker 
supply the vacancy occasioned in the Committee 
on Commerce by the resignation of Mr. Conran. 

RIGHTS OF DELEGATES. 

Mr. THURSTON asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to present the mefnorial of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Oregon, 
praying donations of land, &c. 

No objection having beew made, the memorial 
was presented. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Tavrsrox.) What 
disposition does the gentleman front Oregon pro- 

e to make of this memorial? 

Mr. THURSTON, I move that it be referred 
to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. A day or 
two since it was decided by the Committee of the 
Whole off the state of the Union, in affirmance of 
& decision made by the chairman of that com- 
mittee, that a Delegate from a Territory could not 
make a motion. I suppose «the decision includes 

every motion. I desire to say that that decision 
was made against my judgment; and in order that 
the Delegates may understand what their rights 
are in this House, I raise the question of order, 
whether the Delegate from Oregon can make any 
motion of reference to a committee ? 

Mr. ASHMUN, I do not understand the fact 
to be as stated by the gentleman from Mississippi, 
(Mr. Tuompson,] e Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, decided that upor meas- 
ures of general policy affectin all the tes and 
Territories of. the Union, a Delegate could not 
make a motion. The motion then made did not 
refer, «s the motion now made does, to matters 
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affecting purely the Territory which the gentle- 
man from Oregon represents. The gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. Tuompson] cannot, there- 
fore, accomplish the object he has in view by 
raising this question. 

Mr. THOMPSON. The law allows a Delegate 
to participate in debate, but not to vote. In my 
opinion, however, the wordgé* debate,” under the 
universal construction, giv®s a Delegate every 
right which any other member of the House pos- 
sesses, with the single éxception of the right to 
vote. He cannot vote on the yeas and nays, but 
he can make a motion on every question. And I 


| insist, that if the gentleman can make a motion to 
| refer a memoriat, he can make a motien on any 
| other subject on which the House may be called 


upon to act, and especially so, if it relates to the 
interests of his ‘own Territory. 

Mr. STANLY interposed to a question of or- 
d 


er. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said, he 


|| merely desired to make a suggestion for the consid- 


eration of the Speaker. 7 

The SPEAKER said, if objection was made, the 
gentlemamcould not proceed. 

Mr. STANLY objected. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I consider 
that the point I have raised decides the whole ques- 
tion. 


Mr. STANLY. I call for the regular order of 


| business. 


Mr. DUER, (to the Speaker.) Has objection 


| been made to the reception of the memorial offered 


by the.gentleman from Oregon? [Mr. ceo) 
The SPEAKER. The memorial was receive 
under the unanimous consent of the House, and 


| the gentleman from Oregon [Mr. Tuurston] 


moved that it be referred to the Committee on the 
Territories. The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 


| Tompson] raises the point of order that a Dele- 


gate from a Territory is not entitled to make a 
motion, and, therefore, that the motion of refer- 
ence made by the gentleman from Oregon is not in 
order. 

Mr. DUER. The memorial may no doubt-be 
presented, but I concur in the opinion that the 
Delegate cannot move to refer it. 


THE CENSUS. 
A message was received from the Senate, by A. 


| Dickens, Esq., Secretary, informing the House 


that the Senate had disagreed to the amendments 
of the House to the supplementary census bill. 


RIGHTS OF DELEGATES. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order made by 
the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Tuompson] 
has not, to the knowledge of the Chair, been de- 
cided until a few days since, when it was decided 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. If this were an original proposition pre- 
sented for the first time, and if there were no rules 


| of the House which, in the opinion of the Chair, 


controlled “thé question, the Chair would be 
strongly inclined to coincide in the.decision of the’ 
chairman of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, in the construction of the law 
of 1817, and which decision was sustained by the 
committee. But the practice of the House fora 


| great length of time, so far as the Chair has 


any knowledge, has from the organization of the 
territorial governments, been different. -And, in 


| addition to this, the rules of the House, in the 


Opinion of the Chair, expressly provide for mo- 
tions to be made by the Delegates from the Ter- 
ritories. 

The twenty-sixth rule of the House provides 
that “all the States and Territories shall be called 
for resolutions on each alternate Monday during 
each session of Congress.”’? Now, if it is made 
the duty of the Chair to call each Territory upon 
each alternate Monday for resolutions, to what 
purpose is the Territory so called? A Delegate 
cannot rise and ask any other member to present 
a resolution, because no member could offer it ex- 
cept when his own State is called. Unless the 
Delegate is- authorized to present a resolution, 
when called, there can be no use in calling the 
Territory. The Chair is of opinion, therefore, 
that the ‘rule expressly provides that a Delegate 
shall offer resolutions; and, so far as the rule or 
the prattice of the House is concerned, the Chair 
can make no discrimination between a motion to 
refer a proposition concerning the business of the 
Delegate’s own Territory, and a proposition con- | 









cerning the general business of the House. 
rule of the House is general, and the practice , 
the House, so far as the Chair is acquainted with 
it, has been general. ‘The Chair, therefore Ove 

rules the point of order of the gentleman fem 
Mississippi, [Mr. Tuompeon.} ™ 

Mr. BURT (who was Chairman of the 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Un 
the time the decision on a former day way 
said, that he felt it due to the House to take an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. And the 
appeal, he believed, was debatable. 

The SPEAKER. Th@appeal is debatable. 
Mr. BURT proceeded. | desire to SAY a ver 
few words in support of the appeal. ‘The Speak. 
er of the House and the House itself w)|) re- 
member, that the Constitution of the United States 
rovides that the House of Representatives shall 
e composed of. members chosen every two years 
by the people of the several States; and that , 
subsequent provision of the Constitution declares 
that “ each House.shall keep a Journal of its pro. 
‘ceedings, and from time to time publish the 
‘ same, excepting such parts as may in their judg. 
‘ment require secrecy.” Now, I apprehend tha 
neither you, Mr.’ Speaker, nor eny member of 
this House, can suppose that a Delegate from 
Territory isa member of this House, within the 
meaning of that provision of the Constitution 
which I have read; and I desire to know, sir, 
whether it is your practice, in making up the Jour. 
nal of the House, to have entered upon it such 
resolutions and motions as may be made by a Del. 
egate from a Territory? I submit, with great re. 
spect to the Chair, that it being the duty of the 
Speaker to superintend the making up of the 
Journal, it is an error to enter upon it any motions 
which may be made, or any resolutions which may 
be offered by a Delegate. He is not a member of 
the House. He is not one whose acts are to be 
recorded upon that Journal*for which provision is 

made by the Constitution of the United States, 

Some conversation followed between Mr. 
CARTTER and the Speaker, as to the extent 
of debate allowed by the appeal. 

The SPEAKER having ruled the course of re- 
mark of Mr. Burr to be in order— 

Mr. BURT proceeded. My friend from Ohio 
[Mr. Cartrer} wea has very strange views 
of the point of order, and of the appeal which has 
resulted from it, i€ he does not perceive that the 
appeal undoubtedly impugns the correctness of 
the decision, and presents the necessity for a dis- 
cussion of that point. ; 

At the time the gentleman interrupted me, | 
was going on to say that the recording upon the 
Journal of the House of resolutions, motions, or 
other acts done by the Delegate from a Territory 
is, in my opinion, an interpolation of the Journal, 
which the Speaker has no privilege to make. 

A Delegate, then, not being a member of the 
House by the provision of the Constitution, the 
House must look to the laws of Congress for the 
privileges which may be conferred upon him. 
That is undeniable. By the act of 1817, as is 
now rd known to the House, it is the 
privilege of a Delegate to take part in debate, but 
not to vote. That act was intended to define the 
rights and privileges which a Delegate should ex- 
ercise in this House. Certainly he can have no 
other privileges. ; 

Well, then, the question arises, whether the right 
to take part in debate includes the privilege to 
submit motiofs, or to ‘make propositions to the 
House? The House will readily perceive that to 
make a motion, or*submit a proposition, 1s not al 
all necesSary to the right to take part in debate. 
A member may speak to a motion made by others. 
That is done every day, and somewhat, at times, 
as we all know, to the annoyance of tne House. 
To make a motion, then, is not a necessary 1ncl- 
dent to the right to speak; but the right to take 
part in debate rather seems to be incidental to the 
right or privilege to make a motion, or to Intro- 
duce a proposition; and I submit to you, Mr. 
Spgeker, and to the House, whether, by your, de- 
cisfon, you are not making the incident the prin- 
cipal, and the principal the incident? The right 
to make a motion i al a4 ses a one ca 

iamen rivilege. Ifa te has ar 
ties Stes aie should like to know where 
the House will find a limitation on that right. 
Where will you find the case, in your laws snd 
rales, and by what guide would you hold, that 
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— 
Delegate has aright to make one motion, and not 
the right to make another? 

Whilst upon this subject, I may be permittell to 
gate, that I was informed by the Clerk the other 
day, that you, Mr. Speaker, hold that a Delegate 
has the fulkright to make certain motions in the 
House. i . “ 

The SPEAKER (interposing) said, the Chair 
had held, and would again hold, that a Delegate 
could not make a motion to reconsider, because by 
the rales Of the Hlouse the had not the right to 
vote, and the motion to reconsider could not be 
made by any one who did not vote with the ma- 
iority. Therefore, a Delegate having no right to 
jote could not make the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. BURT. Of course I agree with the Chair. 
{think that the decision is right. Has the Chair 
decided that a Delegate has not the right to make 
a motion that the House adjourn ? / 

Mr. B. paused. 

The SPEAKER did not reply, or, if so, not 

udibly. } 

. Mro BURT proceeded. Is it competent for a 
Delegate to come here and move a resolution 
which calls in questiow the privileges of a mem- 
perof this House? | apprehend not, because he 
may be made personally responsible to the House. 
He may be censured. He may be expelled for 
introducing a resolution or proposition which is 
jndecorous or offensive to the House. I appre- 
hend the Chair would hold that a Delegate could 
make no such motion as that. If not, how can 
he make a proposition which does affect the | 
rights of the House and the privileges of its 
members? Lam aware that it has been a usage 
here for some years to allow a Delegate to make 
a motion, to introduce bills and other similar pro- 

ositfons. But I ask if the toleration of the 

House under a usage which is contragy to law, 
and contrary to the rules of. the House, can be 
set up in Opposition to a rule of the House,. 
which is adopted at every new Congress? We 
know that these irregularities, if | may so charac- 
terize them, are tolerated by unanimous consent, 
no one making any exception tothem. And I ap- 
prehend that this usage in relation to Delegates 
here had its origin in this way. But the moment 
a member rises, and, in the exercise of his privi- 
lege, says he objects to a motion being made by a 
Delegate, the House is to inquire whether he has 
that right; and no usage can be set up in opposi- 
ion either to the law or rules of the House. 

I come now (for I intend to speak briefly on the 
question) to the ground assumed by the Chair, 
that inasmuch as the rules of the House require 
the Territories to be called for petitions and reso- 
lutions, the Chair infers that the Delegate has the 
right to make any motion, or introduce any reso- 
lution. Iam very much inclined to think that a 
Delegate, under that rule, has, by the courtesy of 
the House merely, when the Territories are called, 
the right to introduce any resolution or petitions 
that may be authorized by the rules. But when 
looking to the privileges of a Delegate, you must 
look to the rules; you cannot look to the courtesy 
or the usage of the House. And whilst it may be 
very well that the Delegate from Oregon should 
have the right to make the motion which he sub- 
mitted this morning, yet it does not by any means 
follow, that he has a right to offer an amendment, 
orto move any propositions connected with the 
general legislation of the country—propositions | 
which are not at all recognized by the rule to which 
the Speaker has aaele 

It is very obvious to the House, as I am sure 








will be admitted by every one, that no one here, 


hot even our oldest and most experignced mem- 
bers, had turned his attention to the vileges of 
Delegates until a very recent period. I remember 


when the act of 1817 was brought to the attention 
of the House, that it produced general surprise. 
But now that we have dnstituted the inquiry, I 
trust that the House, without abridging any privi- 
lege that has been conferred by your rule, or by 
the act of 1817, will, until there is additional legis- 
lation upon the subject, enforce the rule of the 
Hours, the law as‘it now stands, and the Consti- 
on. 

It js not for me to disclaim any feelings of un- 
kindness towards the Delegates from the Territo- 
ries who are permitted to occupy seats in ¢his 
Hall. My acquaintance with them has been a 
Source to me of great re. I have found 
them to be gentlemen of very great intelligence— 








gentlemen of talent; behaving themselves in the || _YEAS—Messrs. ‘Albertson, Al 
the decorum that becomes even its || 
I have no prejudice against them; and || 


House with 
members. 
withereference to the decision made the other day 
in committee, I, felt myself bound to say so much 
in vindication of the committee and of its decision. 
Mr. DUER. | understand that an appeal 
has been taken fi he decision of the Chair? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 


the gentleman from South Carolina has appealed. || 


Mr. DUER said, the question, in the view he 
took of it, lay within’a very narrow compass. The 
question, he considered, was one which arose, nat 


under an act of Congress or a rule of the House, || 


but under the Constitution; and he contended that, 
accérding to the Constitution, a Delegate from a 


Territory could not make a motion here connected || 


with any subject whatsoever. The remarks which 
had been made with respect to the rules and usage 
of the House, as giving construction to the act of 
Congress, would be more important if the question 
arose under an act of Congress, and not under an 
instrument paramount to both. 

Now though a usage had long been in exiatence 
in the House to allow a Delegate to make motions, 


} 
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, Averett, Bay, 
Beale, Bennett, Booth, Bowdon wiin, Boyd, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, A. G. Brown, W. ). Brown, Burrowes, T. 
B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Casey, 
Clarke, Cole, Corwin, Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, Disney, 


| Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Fich, Fowler, Freedley, Futler, 


Giddings, Goodenow, Gorman, Gott, Hall, Ralloway, Har- 
fan, T. L. Harris, Hebard, Hibbard, Hoagland, Howard, 
Howe, J. W. Jackson, Andrew Johnsen, J. L. Johnsen, 
Jones, Julian, Kerr, John A. King, Preston King, La Sare, 
Leffler, Littlefield, Job Maun, Mason, McClernand, Me- 
Donald, McDowell, McLanahan, Milison, Morris, Morse, 
Nelson, Neweli, Ogle, Otis, Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Pit- 
man, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robvins, Robinson, Roek - 


| well, Savage, Sawtelle, Schoolcratt, Seddon, Shepperd, 


the point of his right had never, until very re- || 


cently, been raised, and there had been no decision 
of the House upon it. He believed, so far as his 
knowledge of the subject extended, that he had 
been the first to raise the question. 
the occasion on which he had made the point 
during the last Congress, and to the g@ecision of 


He alluded to | 


the then Speaker, similar, he said, to that now | 


made, and said that no appeal was taken at that 
time, and there was no decision of the House. 


Upon the application of the Delegate from Minne- || 
sota to be admitted, he had also had occasion to || 


examine the subject. The Constitution provided, 
that ** the House of Representatives shall be com- 
posed of members chosen every second year by 
the people of the several States.’’ 
then, that no one except a person chosen by the 
people of the States could be a member, or a com- 
ponent part of the House. 


It was clear, || 


member; he was no component part of the House. | 


If, then, it was the privilege of a member to make 
a motion, could this House by rule—could Con- 
gress by law confer upon any person not a mem- 
ber, the right to come here and make a motion? If 


they could do it with respect to a Delegate, they | 
Could | 
they by the rules of the House, or could Congress | 


could with respect to any other person 


by law, open the doors of the House to fifty per- | 


sons to come here and make motions? Suppose 
he rose to address the House, and the Speaker 
should announce to him that a Delegate from a 
Territory or any other person not a member, (for 
the Constitution recognized no such thing as a 
Delegate,) had moved the previous question, and 
therefore he (Mr. D.) couldgpot be heard—could 


he be deprived of the right secured to him by the || 


Constitution as a Representative of the people, by 
the action of a person, be he a Delegate or not, 
who was not a member of this House? If a 
Delegate could not be allowed to make such a mo- 


tion, how could it be contended that he could | 


make any motion? Where could they draw the 
line? They could draw no line. A Delegate 
could make no motion. What was the difference 


whether it related to his own Territory or not? It || 
was equally a legislative act in the one case as in | . Si 
|| question is? 

|| ‘The proposed amendment was again read. 


the other. The Constitution recognized no such 
person as a Delegate; the House by rule, or Con- 
gress by its united action, could not confer upon a 
Delegate, or any other person, the rights of a 
member. He hoped, therefore, that the House 
would reverse the decision of the Speaker. He 
thought no practical inconvenience could follow, 
because there could be no difficulty in a Delegate, 
at any time, getting a member to make his mo- 
tions. 

Mr. BOYD moved the previous question. 

Mr. MORSE appealed to the quel 


marks. 

Mr. BOYD declined to do so; remarking that 
it would be for the House to decide whether they 
would allow the debate te proceed. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was o 


yeas and nays. 
The 
taken, wcre—yeas 11h, nays 62; as follow: 


- 


yeas and nays were ordered, and being 


eman to with- | 
draw the motion, to enable him to make some re- | 


i} 


A Delegate was nota || 


'| therefore, is notin order. 
|| gentleman 
|| appealed. 


|| Mr. STANLY called for tellers. 


Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, R. H. Stanton, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Strong, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James 
Thompson. Underhill, Van Dyke, Venable, Wa'd +n, Waldo, 
Watkins, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wil- 


|} mot, Wood, and Young—111. 


NAYS—Messrs. Alston, Ashmun Bayly, Bowte, Burt, 
Chester Butler, G. A. Caldwell, J. P. Caldwell, Chandler, 
Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Crowell, Duer, Edmundson, 


| Nathan Evans, Featherston, Gentry, Gerry, Gould, Grin- 


nell, Hamilton, Hampton, [sham G. Harris, Sampsen W. 
Harris, Haymond, Henry, Holladay, Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, 
W. T. Jackson, R. W. Johnson, G. G. King, J. G. King, 
Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McKissock, McMullen, 
McQueen, Mc Willie, Moore, Morton, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, 
Owen, Phelps, Reed, Reynold¢, Root, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, 
Schermerhorn, Stanly, Sweetser, Toombs, Wallace, Well- 


| born® Wilson, and Woodward—62. 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
it was decided that the gentleman from Oregon had 


| the right to make the motion which he had sub- 


mitted. 
* Mr. RICHARDSON moved to reconsider the 


| vote just taken and to lay that motion on the table, 


Which latter motion was agreed to. 

The question rectirring wpon the motion of Mr. 
Tuvrston to refer the memorial to the Committee 
on ‘l'erritories, was taken and agreed to. 

So the memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Territories. 

Mr. JOHN A. KING moved that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania called for 
the regular order of business. 

The motion of Mr, Kine, being first in order, 
was put and agreed to; ayes 87, noes not counted. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Burr in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government 
for the year ending 30th June, 1851. 

The state of the question was this: 

Mr. Watpo had yesterday moved to amend 


|| the item for compensation of the clerks and mes- 


senger in the Bureau of Provisions and Ciothing, 
by striking out ‘* $6,300,”’ and inserting to lieu 
thereof the sum of ‘* $6,500,” and adding thereto 


| the words ** the salary of the assistant clerk being 


increased from $800 to $1,000 per annum,”” _ 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, had raised 
a question of order. 


Mr. WALDO explained, that he had ascer- 


| tained that the salary of the clerks was fixed by 
| law. 


The amendment having been read— ~ 
The CHAIRMAN decided it out of order. 
Mr. WALDO. Inasmuch as one or twoamend- 


| ments of this character have been received, I ap- 


al from the decision of the Chair. 
Mr. STRONG. Will the Chair state what the 


* ‘Phe CHAIR. The amount of the salaries os 
| proposed to be paid by the amendment of the gen- 
 tleman from Connecticut,“[Mr. Waxpo,} is not 

authorized by existing laws. The amendment, 
From this decision the 
from Connecticut [Mr. Warpo} hes 
And the question is, ‘* Shall the decis- 
ion of the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- 


|| mittee?’’ 


The question was taken, and the affirmative vote 
stood—49,. ‘ 

The CHAIR said, it was evident a majority was 
| down. 


Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Ricnarpson 


| and Goutp were appointed. 


Mr. CARTTER. Before the vote is taken, 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked the } wilt the Chair be good enough to state the ques- 


|| ton. : 
| "The CHAIRMAN again stated the question. 


| ‘The question, “ Shall the decision of the Chair 


? 
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stand as the judgment of the committee?” was 
agnin put, and the vote stood—ayes 64, noes 65. 
‘The CHAIR. 
a case in which, under the rule, the Chair has a 
right to vote. The Chair votes in the affirmative. 
e decision of the Chair, therefore, is not re- 
versed. 
A recount was called for. 
‘ Mr. DUER. I should like to know by what 





| The Chair, therefore, overrules the point of order. 


| 
} 


i 


process the result just ennounced has been reached? | 


The CHAIR what he had said, and 
ouggoved that a recount should be taken. 

Mr: STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, I rise to a 
pot of order. The 


the jadgment of the committee?” Now, the vote 
isatic. Therefore, the question is lost. 
Mr. RICHARDSON called for a recount. ~ 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I object. It 
seems to me that the Chairman has as good a right 
to vote as any other member. 


Mr. POTTER insisted that the decision of the | 


|| tingencies for carrying on the several departments of the 


Chair could not stand ag the judgment of the com- 
mittee, because the vole was a tie. 
The CHAIRMAN, in reply to the refnark of 


; 8 | izing these salaries. 
eation put to the commit- | 


tee wus, ** Shall the decision of the Chair stand as | 


1] 


| 


the gentleman from Ohia, [Mr. Porrer,] said, the | 
Chair was of opinion that the decision of the | 
Chair must stand as the jadgment of the commit- | 


tee until it should have been reversed. 


There be- | 


ing a tie, the decision was not reversed, and ‘it | 
appeared to the Chair that the decision must neces- | 


sarily stand. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. If I amen- 


titled s0 to do, Lappeal from the decision of the | 
My opinion is, that when a question is | 


Chair. 








Mr. STEVENS. I think 


Mr. PRESTON KING asked that the rale to 


I shall not appeal. 


| that the Chair ia right. ’ 


| which reference had been made, might be read. 


Mr."BAYLY. Perhaps I can save some trou- 
ble by looking to the fact 
The CHAIR (interposingg remarked, that de- 
ate was not in order. 
Mr. BAYLY. 1 know itis not; but I desire 


| that the House should understand the fact, and 


should not vote blimviy. There is no law author- 
They are merely matters of 
appropriation. 

The Clerk then read the rule, (the reading of 
which had been called for by Mr. Ktwa,) as fol- 
lows: 

81. No appropriation shall be reported in such general 


appropriation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, 
for any expenditure not previously authorized by law, un- 


| leas in continuation of appropriations for sach pubtic works 


and objects as are already in progress, and for the con- 


Government.”’ 
The Clerk then proceeded to read the bill. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, offered the fol- 


rlowing amendment: 


put affirmatively, there must, in order to carry it, | 


be a majority. The question put to the committee | 


was, Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
udgment of the committee? 


he committee, therefore, decided that the decision || 


should not stand, find thus reversed it. Upon that 
ground I appeal from the decision of the Chair, if 
it is competent for me to do so. 

Mr. GORMAN suggested that the best way to 
arrive ata conclusion would be, that the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srevens] should 
withdraw his appeal, and that a new count, &c., 
should be taken. 

The CHAIRMAN expressed the hope that the 
unanimous consent of the committee would be 
given for a recount. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsy)vania. 
the appeal. 

So the appeal was withdrawn. 

The tellers resumed their places, , 

And the question, “Shall the decision of the 


I withdraw 


The vote was a tie. | 


| 


’ 





Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?’ | 


was then taken, and the vote stood—ayes 77, noes 
71. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. And 
the amendment of Mr. Waxpo was declared to be 
out of order. 

The following item having been read: 

* For compensation of superintendent and three watch- 


« For compensation of the surveyor general of Arkansas, 
per act of 8th August, 1846, 82,000.” 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, then asked the 


unanimous consent of the House to have read the 
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The Chair believes that this is | 


| 
| 


~ 











Aug. 20, 


The report of the present surv 
which he said now lay before him—sebminn 
Congress by the Commissioner of the G ral 
Land Office—contained an estimate of what Was 


_ needed for the cerrent fiscal year, and, what Was of 





| had nota 


| letter of the Commiasioner of the General Land || 
| Office; whach was granted, and then read as follows: | 


Generat Lanp Orrice, August 7, 1850. 

Str: In the estimates of this offiee, submitted to Congress 
at the commencement of the present session, there was no 
provision made for the salary of the sarveyor general of 
Arkansas, and the clerks in his office, or for continuing the 
surveys, or execiting resurveys in his district, for the rea- 
son, that instructions had heen issued for closing that office, 
and transferring the plats, &c., to the State authorities, as 
provided by law, on the report of William Pelham, Fxq., 
then surveyor general of Arkansas, that the surveys, &c., 
had been finally completed, or would be, under appropria- 
tions then made. 

The present surveyor general, however, in his annual 
report of 15th October last, gives a statement of work yet to 
be done in that district, which he deems necessary to the 
public interest ; and submits the following estimates for sal- 
aries, surveys, and resurveys in his district for the fiscal 
vear ending 30th June,yI85!,to wit: 

For compensation of surveyor general of Arkansas, per act 


le Be ee He eR ee ee eee 2.000 
For clerks in his offiee, per same act.............. 6,300 
For retracing and resurveying fraudulent and erro- 

neous work, including incidental expenses...... 15,760 


For correcting detached erroneous surveys, and 
completing unfinished detached fragments, at a 
rate not exceeding six dollars per mile 


$6 UeVide » 3,000 
For completing work under contract............. 600 
B#These items, not having been included in the estimatesfrom 
this office, for the reason given, are not inserted in the bill 
* making anpropriations for the civil and diplomatic exnen- 
ses of the Government for the year ending 30th June, 1851.” 
The report of the present surveyor general is printed with 


of Congress to make the appropriations therein specified, as 
stated above, it wil! be’gonsidered as sanctioning or author- 
izing the continuance of the office; but if not, the office 


|| must be closed for want of means to carry iton. 


men of the southwest Executive building, one thousand || 
seven hundred and fifty dollars, the salary of the three | 


watchmen being increased from three hundred and sixty- 
five dotlars to five hundred dotiars cach, per annum, from 
first July, eighteen hundred and fifty.’ 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, said, that in 
the clause just read the Committee of Ways and 
Means had increased the pay of the persons at- 
tached to this building. 

Mr. BAYLY. What is the remark of the gen- 
tieman ftom Pennsylvania? (Mr. Srevens.} 

Mr. STEVENS. | say that in this item the 
Committee of Ways and Means have increased the 
salaries from the original sum to another, and I 
make the question of order whether this is compe- 
tent to be done. 

The CHAIR. Will the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Stevens] put the point of order ina 
form in which the Chair can either negative or 
affirm it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, made a remark not 


The CHAIR. The Chair decides that if the 
Committee of Ways and Means disregard or vio- 
late the vale of the House, the matter can be cor- 
rected only in the House. This is only a com- 
mittee, and one committee has no right to strike 
outa provision of a dill inserted by another com- 
mittee, on the ground thatit is contrary to the rule, 
[8ist.] The provision may be stricken out on that 
ground in the House, but not in the committee. 


With great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. BUTTERFIELD, Commissioner. 
Hon. Rowert W. Jounson, House of Rep. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, then proceeded 
to say, that the matter of amendment now offered 


| had never been before the Committee of Ways 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


; 








’ 


1 
| 
| 
| 


and Means, for reasons apparent on the face of the 
letter. The former surveyor general of Arkansas, 
about the close of his term of office, reported that 
the office was in a condition to be closed and dis- 
continued. He referred gentlemen to the report. 
Upon the strength of this report, the then Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, under the 
late Administration, in pursuance of a general and 
standing law providing for such an event, ordered 
the same to be discontinued and the records to be 


| turned over to the proper State authorities. 


Under this Administration a new Commissioner 
of Public Lands and a new surveyor of public lands 
were appointed. ‘To force the discontinuance un- 
der this Administration was impossible, for two 
reasons, equally forcible, to wit: Ist, that the public 
business, for which there were existing appropria- 
tions, was not concluded, and Bast first he ¢con- 
cluded; and 2d, that no provision of law existed in 
Arkansas by which the office and its records could 
be received. So the office, ex necessitate, continued. 

Now, sir, the new surveyor general proceeded 
to examine thecondition of the office, seal reported, 
in June, 1850, its trae condition and what was 
necessary to the public interest. The letter read 
shows and refers to the reports now before you, 
which shows its entire condition. 





1 





far more value, it showed conclusively that the 
public business was in an unfinished condition and 
that the office could not be transferred, disco,. 
tinued} abrogated, without serions detrime 
only to the national interests, 
of the State of Arkansas. 
The Commissioner had not reported estimates 
for this office for reasons above referred to, to wi. 
That the office had been ordered by authority of 
law (although on an erroneous report) to be iis. 


nt, not 
but to the intereais 


_ continued, and the authority did not rest with him 


to reverse the order of his predecessor, whether 
right or wrong, although the office was still by ne. 


| cessity m existence; and further, it did not appear, 


if the Commissioner would have assumed the ay. 
thority, that he had received the full statement of 
facts necessary for that purpose, which could only 
be obtained im perfect form after lengthy ang 
thorough investigation. of the condition of the 
office and its necessities in Arkansas. 

Thus it would appear why it was that estimates 
ppeared before the Committee of Ways 
and-Means in this behalf. He would now state 
that he had appeared before: that committee this 
morning with the books and papers necessary to 
submit this ease for their consideration, but the 
pressure of business before them had excluded 
this; yet he had then gone to as many individuals 
of that committee as he could see, and explained 
the facts, not one of whom had denied the pro- 
priety, and several of whom had assented to the 
justice and necessity of the amendment he had of- 
fered. ‘ 

He woyld now state, as to the justice and neces- 


_sity of the measure, that the report of Surveyor 


, General Gibson was full, and was commended to 





| thousand three hundre 


| office. 
| stated—and he ha 


our consideration by the Commissioner, Judge But- 
terfield. That report stated, and was conclusive 


| under the sanction of official oath and all the 
guards and forms of law, that the business of the 
| office was unfinished and im no eondition to be an- 
| nulled. 


It showed that seventy-one townships and four 
miles were of surveys 
that had been falsely fabricated, or were made 
without establishing marks and bounds; that 


| ninety-six townships and five hundred miles were 
| of detached unfinished surveys; that sixteen town- 
ships were now under contract, and absolutely un- 
| finished; and that four hundred and forty-one town- 
| ship plats were incomplete on one or the other of 

the following grounds, to-wit: That they were 
f ; ; | made at an early day, and on flimsy paper, not 
the annual report from this office ; and if it be the pleasure |) durable and calculated for the public and national 
| records; or were unfinished, or were inaccurate, 


or were devoid of the legal authentications, or 
were without the subdivisions of fractional quar- 


ter sections, as required by the aet of Congress of 


the 5th day of April, 1832; and that these maps 
and plats must be reconstructed from the original 
field-notes and plats in the surveyor general’s 
Thus it a red from what was so far 
not stated half the merits of 
the case, and could not in five minutes—that six 


| hundred and twenty-four townships of the public 
| surveys were in an incomplete and unfinished con- 
| dition—embracing a large portion of the State, 


which must affect injuriously the national, the 


| Stue, and individual interests, if this office of sur- 
| veyor general should be inconsiderately discon- 


tinued. ; 
He stated, also, that it must necessarily die if 

this amedidment now offered should be rejected. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, said he had no per- 


| sonal pees to the proposition of the gentleman 


from Arkansas, but it was due to the Commitice 
on.Public Lands to make a brief statement. At 
the last session, the Commissioner of Public Lands 
had recommended that the land offices in Alaba- 
ma, Mississippi, and Arkansas should be abol- 
ished. Phe Commisec on Public Lands took the 








subject into consideration, and after investigation, 
did abolish them, at least in substance—they left it 
at the discretion of the Commissioner; and the offi- 
ces had been abolished from the fact that it was un- 
n@essary to continue them any . The 
same subject had been referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands this session, by a memorial from 
the State of Arkansas.. The committee had in- 
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1850. . 
“head the subject, and from the best informa- 
ease cosnenalon, they hid abéchytied shat 
» was impracticable to continue these offices, and 
ihey bad instructed him to report accordingly. | 
He had no feeling on this subject: if it was neces- 
ry to carry on the business of the Government, 
he would yote for the amendment. But he was 
satisfied that the public interests did not require it. 
Mr. JOHNSON (interrupting) said, he had a) 
high estimate of the intelligence of the gentleman, | 





put as he (Mr. J.) had furnished facts to the House 
why the office should be continued, he hoped that || 
mere assertion would not be accepted to rebut || 
oficial facts. He asked how it was that under || 
such a state Of circumstances. as the gentleman || 
fom Alabama represented, these facts had never |) 
igen reported to the House before? It was strange || 
(said Mr. J.) that that committee had made no re- || 
rt; and he could but consider it hard, and a want || 
of courtesy, iN a case so gravely concerning the || 
interest of an entire State, with but one Repre- 
sentative, that the committee which - had thus | 
promptly, and, as he regarded it, arbitrarily and || 
inconsiderately acted, could not have said one | 
word, or given a hearing, or an opportunity for a || 
hearing, to that one member. He hoped the || 
amendment would pass, and appealed to the chair- || 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means—— || 
Mr. COBB said, as t6 the courtesy shown lry | 
the committee towards the gentleman from Ar- || 
kansas, the facts of the case, if fairly exhibited, || 
would vindicate the committee. He was further 
roceeding when 
The CHAIRMAN interposed, and said it was || 
the daty of the Chair to arrest this conversation, | 
which was out of order. 
The question was taken, and the amendment of | 
Mr. Jounson was agreed to—ayes 81, noes 38 
. Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, offered the fol- || 
lowing amendment: 
« For compensation for clerks in his office, per act of 8th 
August, 1846, 36,300.7? 
Mr J. remarked, that the appropriation now | 
proposed was for clerks and force ih the surveyor 
general’s office. He said that the whole of the 
investigations spoken of by the gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Coss,] show not one fact. Mere 
hasty statements it was received wisdom to value 
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} 
| 
| 
| 
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-|| « The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the Chair, 





Mr. CARTTER yielded fora moment. ~ 

Mr. COBB said, from the report of the Com- | 
missioner. of the General Land Office, stating that | 
the work was nearly completed in the Stateg of | 
Alabama, Arkansas, ahd 
offices might be closed, the Committee on Public 
Lands had reported against the continuation of 
this office. 


that he could not yield to the gentleman ae 
time, and proceeded. He said the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office not only had recom- 
mended that these offices be discontinued, but the 
Committee on Public Lands had come to the same 
conclusion, which had been sustained by Con- 
gress, and a subsequent committee had affirmed 
the decision. Yet the honorable geritleman from 
Arkansas now undertook to convince the House 
that it was necessary to have a permanent sur- 
veyor general’s office in Arkansas. It was de- 


| signed to be a mere temporary office anywhere— | 


to expire with the expiration of the surveys for 
which it was created. But the gentleman asked 
the House to revive this office and these clerk- 
ships, to continue forever he supposed. 

Mr. JOHNSON said, there was no use to con- 
tinue the surveyor general’s office there, if they 
gave them no clerks. 

Mr. CARTTER further briefly opposed the re- 
newal of these land offices and their clerks, char- 
acterizing it as a species of plunder and Galphin- 
ism. 

Mr. JOHNSON asked if he intended to charge 
him with a disposition to encourage plunder? 

Mr. CARTTER disclaimed any personal ap- 


|| plication of the rémark to the gentleman. 


Some further, conversation took place between 


|| the two gentlemen. 


Mr. FOWLER inquired of the gentleman from 


_ Arkansas, whether the operation of these offices 
| were in fact suspended? 
Mr. JOHNSON was understood to reply, that | 


orders to close them had been given near the close 


| of the last Administration, but those orders had 


never been carried into execution, for it had been 
impossible for this Administration to discontinue 
the office. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 





atnothing. How is it, then, that these statements 


and objections are to have any weight, whén he || 


(Mr. J.) had collected and stated facts from the | 
oficial reports, and now stated them from the 
reports, facts, and figures before him. He hoped | 
it would not be. 
That office must be kept up, if the public inter- 
ests are to be cared for. The interest of the State 
of Arkansas and her people demanded it also. 
They had a right to demand and expect it. They 
were cursed, as he had occasion before to state, 
with those public lands. They paid no tax, gave 
no aid to his people to support the burdens of | 
Government, yet were made valuable by the gov- 
ernment of that State, and the peace, good order, 
security, and protection guarantied by the State 
overthem. They not only paid no tax to support 
the State government, but they drained the pockets 


and carried millions o& the money in the State an- 
nually into the national Treasury; and thus a peo- 
ple, poor already, were annually impoverished. + The 
effects were too plain to reason upon. 

Itis no use to give a surveyor general his sal- 
ary,as you have just done, if you give him no 
force with which to act for the public interest. 

The report of the surveyor general under the 
late Admiristration states that this office can be 


closed. It is a mere opinion. It does nét state 


of the emigrants and the pockets of the settlers, 


the facts. The late reports say it cannot be closed. 
It states the facts. One fact is enough: Six hun- 
dred and twenty-four townships demand the labor 
of that office, besides many other matters. The 
other appropriations | will not ask, as ‘there will 
soon be another Congress, and the regular ¢om- 
mittee can then report on them. 

Mr. CARTTER said, as he understood, these 
offices had been ordered to be closed in accord- 
anee with the recommendation of the surveyor 
General; and the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. 
Jouwson) said that that officer did not know his 
usiness, : 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, appealed to the gentle- 
man from Ohio*to allow him to make an “apne. 
tton in reply to the remarks of the gentleman from 


| ment: 


Mr. Jounson was agreed to. 
Mr. BINGHAM offered the following amend- 


“ Por resurveving and correcting erroneous and frandu- 
lent surveys in Michigan, at a rate not exceeding six dollars 
per mile, $20,000.” 
| . He sent'to the Chair a letter from the Commis- 
| priation was overlooked in the original estimates 
| of the office, but was’ absolutely necessary, and 
| said that the original survey of these lands, which 
| was made some years since, had been recently 

could not be entered or settled upon, until a new 
| survey was made. Some of the most valuable 
| agricultural lands in the lower peninsulaof Michi- 
| gan are included in these fraudulent surveys. The 
public interests which required the sale of these 
lands would be promoted by an immediate resur- 
vey. He understood that the Committee of Ways 
and Means concurred in the propriety of the 


the House. , 


counted. 


at Philadelphia,) being under consideration: 


j 
“ For salaries of the director, treasurer, chief coiner, as- || 


sayer, melter and refiner, engraver, assistant assayer, and 
their clerkag $19,800.” 

Mr. BAYLY moved an amendment to increase 
the amount from es to $21,000, and to add 
the words, “‘ and the employment of an additional 
clerk, at $1,200 per annum, is hereby authorized.” 

He said the amendment was, in the lanbuage of 
their rule, for a “contingency in carrying on one 
of the departments of the Government.” 
contingency had arisen in this way: The great in- 
flux of gol from California into the Mint at Phil- 
adelphia, made the employment of an additional 
clerk necessary; and they proposed by this amend- 
ment to provide for that clerk precisely as addi- 
tional clerks had been provided for from time im- 
memorial. 

Messes. BOYD and WALDO inquired if the 
amendnient was in order? 


ississippi, arid that the | 


sioner of the Land. Office, stating that this appro- | 


ere to be fraudulent, and that the lands | 


amend ment, and he trusted it would be adopted by || 


The question was taken, and the amendment of | 
Mr. Bincuam was agreed to—ayes 64, noes not | 


The following item (for the United States Mint | 


That | 


1609, 








| the amendment is in order. 

|_ ‘The amendment was read. 

| Mr. BOYD renewed the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the appropri- 

| ation wasin order, on the ground that it was a 
contingency for carrying on one of the depart 


| ments of the Government. 
Mr. CARTTER interposed with the remark | 


The question was taken, and the amendment of 

| Mr. Barry was agreed to. ° 

| Mr. CHANDLER moved an amendment in- 
creasing the appropriation from $17,900 to $25,000 
for the contingent expenses of the Mint at Phil- 
adelphia. 

Mr. C. said these contingent expenses were 
graduated ypon the employment of such labor as 
was necessary when a limited amoynt of bullion 
was received, but the inereased amount now re- 
ceived from California made additional contingent 

| eXpenses necessary. 

r. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquired 
whether the Secretary of the Treasury had recom- 
mended this appropriation ? 

' Mr. CHANDLER was understood to say he 


|| betieved that the Secretary of the Treasury hed 


had no time at all for the examination of the item. 

Mr. THOMPSON said it was very unusual to 
make such an appropriation, unless it was re¢éom- 
mended by the Secretary of the Tréasury. 

Mr. CHANDLER caused Ao be read a letter 
from the Director of the Mint at Philadelphia, 
showing the necessity for the appropriation he 
proposed: 

The question was taken,and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The following item (for the Mint at New Or- 
leans) being under consideration: 


“ For salarges of superintendent, treaswrer, assayer, coin- 

| er, melterand refiner, and clerks, fourteen thousand pine 

hundred dollars—the salary of the treasurer being hereby 

inereased from first July, eig! teen hundred and fifty, to four 
thousand dollars.’’ 


Mr. BAYLY moved 40 amend the above b 
striking out ‘* $14,900,” and inserting “ $17,300,” 
and by adding at the end of the clause the words, 
‘the salary of the chief clérk to be $1,800, of the 
other clerk $1,500, and the employment of an ad- 
ditional clerk at ao is hereby authorized. 

Mr. STRONG moved to amend the amend- 
| ment by striking out ** $14,900” and inserting 
< Hh 

ie expressed his ignorence of the reasons which 
had induced the Committee of Ways and Means 
| to allow this increase of salary to the treasurer of 
| the Mint at New Orleans. ‘The appropriation is 
now made larger by two thousand dollars than it 
has been in former years—that addition is now 
made in this bill for the purpose of increasing the 
| salary of the treasurer of the mint at New Or- 
leans. He was opposed to this increase of salary. 
He requested the committee to bear in mind that 
last session, in the civil and diplomatic bill, the 
salary of the treasurer of the mint at New Or- 
leans was incaeased $500. In addition to this in- 
crease of last year, we are now called on to give 
|, $1,500 more. He was unable to see the propriety 
of this appropriatio#. There may, however, be 
sufficient reasons for it; but he thought that the 
salary which we had given this treasurer for sev- 
eral years past, was sufficient to command the ser- 
|| vices of the best men. “We have never been at 
any loss to find persons ready to fill public offices. 
Unless some reason could be alleged which has 
|| not yet appeared, he was opposed to any increase 
of the salary of the treasurer of the mint at New 
| Orleans, or anywhere else. 

Mr. BAYLY expressed his confidence’ that if 
he could obtain the attention of the gentleman from 
|| Pennsylvania, he could satisfy him of the propri- 
ety of appropriating this increase of salary to the 
treasurer of the mint at New Orleans. The gen- 
|| tleman from Pennsyania had said that there was 
‘never any difficulty in getting persons to fill our 
|| public offices at the salaries which had been here- 
| tofore fixed by law. Now the late treasurer of 

the mint at New Orleans had also filled the office 
| of sub-trersurer, and it had been found impossible 
| to obtain a substitute for him as treasurer of the 
| mint. He had refused to hold the office for the 
| salary of $2,000 heretofore attached to it, and had 
| resigned the office. The person who had officiated 


| the condition that the salary should be increased. 
His friend from Louisiana, who had been in com- 
munication with the gentleman now holding the 





as chief clerk had been selected to fill the office,on ~ 
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. offiee, had ascertained that he would not consent I which was attached to one 


to take it unless the salary was increased. Assu- 
rancea had been given from the Committze of 


TME.OONG 


} 
1 
j 
| 


' 
i} 





Genre EN 


of them in the State of 
New York, especially when it is taken into con- 
sidération that the cost of living in New Orleans 


Ways and Means that the increase would be given, | is twice as much as it is in New York. We shall 


anc on the faith of these assurances, thatgentleman | be obliged to close up the mint, unless we increase || clause of the ahove, 


was now holding on. The amount now appropei- 


aied was the same as was given to the sub-treas- | the office. Looking at the scale of salaries paid in || 


urer at New York. And there is no good reason 


why the treasurer at New Orleans should not’be — less than $4,000, and unless this is appropriated, || time since passed, which‘authorized th 


put on as gooéa footing. The cost of living was 


much greater at New Orleans than at New York. | from gentlemen of New Orleans, begging, in the || to ninety days. Originally, the 
The compensation, therefore, ought to be made to | most earnest tones, that a competent salary may || session of the i 


bear some proportion to this increased cost of liv- 
ing. There was no sufficient reason why the 
treasurer at New Orleans should not be paid as 
weil as the Treasurer at New York. 

The quate was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
amend the amendment, by reducing the appro- 
priantion to $10,000. 


He desired merely to state some circumstances | 


| 


| 


i 
| 
i} 


which had reached him, and which, if founded im | 


fact, showed that something was wrong in rela- 
tion to this mint at New Orleans. The chairman 
of the Committee of Waysand Means had statsd 
that the late treasurer of the mint had resigned 
the’ office because the salary was inadequate. 
Now, as he WacLheard the facts, they were that 
he resigned, probably not for the reason assigned, 


|| lative assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent expenses of | 


|| sand dollars. He said: In moving this amend- || 


but for the purpose of opening in the vicinity of | 


the mint a broker’s office. When application 
was made to the mint forcoin, the applicants were 


told they must go the broker’s office round the | 


corner. Now, this state of things had an aspect 
of impropriety which should. not be permitted. 


1} 


He had received his information on the subject | 


from a gentieman belonging to the city of New 
Orleans. , 

Mr. BAYLY replied, that the gentléman who 
had been the treasurer of the mint resigned the 
office immediately after, the present Administra- 
tration came into power, General Taylor then 
appointed five different persons, by all of whom the 
office was declined. At length, a gentleman was 
“ found, who, on a pledge that the salary of the of- 
fice should be increased, accepted and entered on 
the duties. It was for the paneer of preventing 
this broker system, which 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that this in- 
crease of force was suggested. Bullion had fre- 
quently accumulated to such an extent in New 
Orleans, that the mint could not coin it, and it 
then necessarily fell into the hands of brokers 
On thie statement of facts the committee had be- 
come satisfied that it would be proper to employ 
additional force to prevent such a state of things. 

Mr. MORSE rose to make some remarks. 

The CHAIR stated that he was not in order, 


now that the chairman of the Committee of Ways | 


and Means had occupied the floor. 


Mr. MORSE guggested that the chairman had | 


\| 
i] 


i] 
| 
i] 
| 
i} 
| 
i] 


| 
| 
} 


the salary so as to find a person competent to fill 
Louisiana, it is impossible to get a treasurer for 


the mint must be closed. He could read letters 


be allowed for the officers of the mint. 

Mr. BUTLER, by general consent, withdrew 
the amendment to the amendment. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Bayty, and it was agreed to. 

: Territory of Oregon. 

For salaries of governor and superintendent’ of Indian 
affairs 
dred dollars. %, 

For contingent expenses of said Territory, one thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For compensation and mileage of members of the legis- 


the assembly, twenty-four thousand six hundred dollars. 


Mr. THURSTON moved to amend the above || 
| by striking out the words ‘ and superintendent of || 
| Indian affairs;’’ so it would then read, for salaries | 


of governor, three judges, and secretary, ten thou- 


ment, Mr. Chairman, I wish simply to state to the | 


committee, that this clause in the bill reported by 


the Committee of Ways and Means was undoubt- | 


edly based on a state of facts no longer in exist- 
ence. By the law organizing the Territory of 
Oregon, the governor was made superintendent of 
Indian affairs. His salary as governor was fif- 
teen hundred dollars, and as superintendent of In- 
dian affairs fifteen hundred dollars more; making, 
in the aggregate, three thousand dollars. 

But it will be recollected by the committee that 
‘* @ bill authorizing the negotiation of treaties with 
the Indian tribes in the Territory of Oregon, for 
the extinguishment of their claim to land lying 
west of the summit of the Cascade Mountains, 
and for other purposes,’’ as nearly as I now re- 
collect the title, passed the House of Representa- 


| tives, first having passed .the Senate, and is now 


ad been referred to by || 


\} 
| 





i} 


| 
| 


|| the superintendent. 


the law of the land. That. bill, sir, created the 
office of superintendent of Indian affairs for Ore- 
gon, and authorized the President to appoint one 
or more Indian agents, not to exceed three in all, 
and established their salaries, as well as that of 
This law also repealed so 
mueh of the law organizing Oregon Territory as 


| made the governor superintendent of Indian affairs, 


| but at the same time continued the goveruor’s sal- 


ary, as governor,*the same as it had been before, 
|| a8 governor and as superintendent of Indian affairs. 


been permitted to occupy a portion of the time of | 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania by the courtesy 


left the floor free for him to speak in opposition to 
the amendmenttotheamendment. The chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means had shown 
dhat this increase of appropriation was necessary 
to obtain a competent persen to fill the office. That 


gentleman had told the committee that the office | 


was offered to four or five gentlemen of the tity of || 


New Orleans, who had all refused it. It was hon- 
orable to New Orleans, that none of her citizens 
could be found to assume the duties and the re- 
sponsibility attached to the office, because the 
Government declined to pay an adequate salary, 
while it required of the incumbent bonds to the 


He was notin favor of introducing the Procrustean 
process in reference to publicoffices. The salaries 
paid in the State of Louisiafa were much larger 


than those paid-to officers of the same rank in thé | 


northern States, The governor, the judges, were 
ali prid in Louisiana on a much more liberal scale 
then they were in the State of New York. It was 
useless, therefore, to take the salaries paid in the 
one State as a test of those which were paid in the 
other. ‘The chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means had said very properly that the treas- 
urer of the mint at New Orleans ought to receive 
$4,000. He filled the two offices of treasurer of 


the mint and of sub-treasurer; and, holding both || 


Hence, sir, while*the amount in this item of ap- 
propriation should’ continue the same, its phrase- 
ology should be so changed as to harmonize with 
facts; and this is the reason I have moved the 


| amendment. 
of that gentleman; and this (Mr. M. contended) || 


Mr, JONES suggested the propriety of so mod- 
| ifying the amendment as only to strike out the word 
| “and,” and to leave the residue of the amendment 
as it was reported by the committee. He wanted 
to amend the amendment. 

Mr. THURSTON said: Mr. Chairman, I rise, 
sir, merely to say, that] hope the amendment will 
not prevail, because | am satisfied, had the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jongs,] always lib- 
eral towards my Territory, been aware of the pre- 
| cise state of facts, he would not have offered it. 
I have an amendment drawn up, Sir, which I pro- 


|| pose to offer in the proper place, which provides 


ne Sees || as well for the salary of the superintendent of In- 
amou oH 


dian affairs, as for those of the agents and the inci- 
| dental expenses of the office of the superintendent. 
1 will read the amendment which | shall propose, 

and offer it asa reason why the amendment of 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] should 
not prevail. 

[Mr. T. here read the amen@ment, which is in- 
serted in a subsequent part of the proceedings. ] 

Thus, sir, it will be seen that this amendment 
which I shall 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jongs,] and 
goes further, so as to meet the requirements of the 
case. And because this is so, I indulge the hope 
that his amendment will not be adopted. 

The amendment to the amendment was then re- 





these offices, surely he was entitled to the salary || jected. 
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three judges, and secretary, ten thousand five hun- | 


ropose, covers the amendment of 


Aug. 20 
The question being taken the ian 
on 
moved by Mr. Tnursron, it wan agreed tor ao 
| Mr. BAYLY, by instruction of the Commit, 
of Ways and seer moved to amend the - 
| place of * sy Steet 


| Mr. BA LY explained the 
_adoption of this amendment 











necessity for the 
law was some 
€ Legislator, 
their Se88i0n 
_ SUration of » 
lature was limited to sixt 
days. But Congress having,-for reasons qi 
factory to itself, authorized the Legislatures of the 

Territeries of Oregon and Minnesota to extend 

their sessions to ninety days, it became necesga, 
| in consequence of this law, to increase the appre 
| priation. 
| The question was then taken, and the amend 
ment was agreed to. ; 
_ Mr. THURSTON moved to amend the 
inserting: 

“ Por salfiry of the superintendent of Indian affairs, three 
Indian agents, and for office rent, wood, and lights . 
|| ery, and clerk hire, $10,000.” 

Mr. T. said: This, Mr. Chairman, is the amend. 
ment of which I have just spoken. The law i 
which I have ea as passing this session 
| creates a superintendent and not exceeding three 

agents. The President, under the advice of the 

Department of the Interior, has very wisely, jn 
my judgment, decided to appoint three agenis fo, 
| the service in Oregon. The salary of the super. 
|| intendent is $2,500, that of each agent $1,500, and 
|| the aggregate is $7,000. In addition to this, there 
are the office rent of the superintendent, wood, 
lights, stationery, and clerk hire, which will, in. 
deed, more than make up the balance. The ap. 
| propriations in this bill, as it came from the com- 
mittee, were based on the old state of affairs, 
The passage of the law referred to changes that 
|| state, and to provide for this change, is the object 

of my amendment; and upon this statement, | 
have no doubt the cemmittee will adopt the amend- 
ment. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 

reéd to. ; 

Mr. THURSTON offered the following amend- 
ment, to come in immediately after line 494: 

“ For salary of the surveyor general of Oregon, for clerk 
| hire in his office, and. for fuel, books, stationery, and other 
incidental expenses, $7,500.” 

Mr. T. said: I have offered this amendment, 
Mr. Chairman, merely to bring a state of facts be- 
| fore the committee, and then let the committee act 
| upon the amendment in conformity to its judg- 
ment. 

It is known to the committee that a bill has 
_ passed the House creating a surveyor general for 
| Oregon, at a salary of $2,500 per annum, and ap- 
| propriating five thousand dollars for the items in- 
dicated in my amendment. That bill has been 
sent up to the Senate, referred to its Commitice 
on Public Lands, and by that committee been re- 

rted back to the Senate, with two or three ver- 
Pal amendments, with a recommendation that it 
pass with those amendments, From what | can 
see, sir, this bill will me a law some time 
during this session. If it Should, (and the suffer- 
ings of the people of Oregon are too great to sup- 
| pose for one moment that it will not,) you will have 
this officer on your hands without any appropria- 
tion to pay his salary, or the necessary expenses 
of his office contemplated by the proposed law. 
This, sir, is a brief statement of the case. | am 
not ‘informed what has been the custom of Con- 
gress in similar cases, or whether it is in order, 
|| now that the bill is not a law, to propose the 
amendment. I do it merely to bring the facts. be- 
fore the committee, doubting not that whatever |s 
proper in the premises will be done. 

Mf. VANTON asked if this bill had passed both 
| Houses? 

Mr. THURSTON replied in the negative. 

Mr. VINTON said, it was very irregular to 
make an apprepriation before the law authorizing 
it had been passed. -He had never known an in- 
stance of that kind. 

Mr. RUMSEY said, that if the law did not 
pass the amendment would be of no avail. 
| -The CHAIR said that, in ence of the 
_ suggestion of the gentleman froff Ohio, he mus 

pronounce thea out of order. - 

Mr. VINTON said he had made no statement. 


_ of the Territory of Oregon to prolon 


bill by 
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fle had merely propounded an inquiry to the Del- 
agate from Oregon. ' . 

The clause reine the.éxpenses of the Legis- 
jature of innesota being under consideration— 

Mr. BAYLY moved to amend the item of ap- 
ropriation by striking out $20,600 and inserting 
94 000. 

” B. explained, that the same reason which 
rendered it necessary to increase the appropriation 
for the territorial legislature of Oregon, was ap- 
jjcable to that of Minnesota. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said that he was 
instructed by the Committee on the. District of 
Columbia, to offer the following amendment: 

«To extend the north, and complete the eastern wing of 
the City Hall building, in the city of Washington, for the 
sccommodation of the cireuit court of the United States for 
the District of Columbia, its juries, officers, and records, the 


cum of $20,000, to be expended under the direction of the 
Corporation of Washington.”’ 


Mr. STRONG. I propose before that propo- 
sition is introduced, to amend the section, making 
appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
Judiciary, by striking Out the som of $557,537, 
and inserting $443,000. And I do this with the view 
of ascertaining the reasons which have influenced 
the Committee of Ways and Means in.making 
the large addition to this appropriation which has 
been made. By a reference to the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill of last year, it will be 
found, that the appropriation that was then made 
for precisely the same purpose, was the same that 
] now propose, viz: $443,000. Now, sir, we 
have an appropriati®n in this bill of $557,537, ex- 
ceeding the appropriation of last year by $114,537. 
The magnitude of this increase is such, that I feel 
guthorized to inquire of the Committee of Ways 
and Means what motives have induced them so 
greatly to enlarge, in this item of appropriation, 
the expenses of the Government. 

It may be all correct, sir, but the various appro- 
priations of this year are enormous; they are 
greater than they ever were before in a time of 
peace, and it becomes this committee to scrutinize 
every addition which is proposed to be made to the 
sppropriations. In this instance we are called on 
tomake an addition to the usual appropriations 
for this purpose of upwards of one hundred and 
fourteen thousand dollars. We are called on to 
appropriate that much more than has always here- 
tofore been appropriated for the same object, 
without having any evidences before us to show 
that such increase is necessary. 

Mr. BAYLY said, the House would recollect 
that the appropriations for the judicial expenses 
of the country last year proved to be insuffi- 
cient, and that they were compelled .to pass a 
deficiency bill. It was thought by the commit- 
tee to be better to make the appropriation large 
enough at first, and prevent the necessity for the 
passage of any deficiency bills for this object at 
all events, 

In reference to the expenses of the judiciary, he 
had to say precisely what he had said in reference 
to other objects of appropriation to which, objec- 
tion had been raised, on the ground that the ap- 
propriations were extravagant, that there was not 
&solitary item in the bill, under that head, over 
which the committee had any control. The sala- 
ries of the judges, of the district attorneys, and of 
the marshals were all fixed by law. The contin- 
gent expenses of the court, the law required should 
be settled upon the certificates of the judges, and 
until the law was changed, they could not change 
asingle item of the appropriations, because the 
whole of them were for the payment of salaries 
and other expenses that were fixed and ascertained 
by the existing law. And he begged leave to say 
in this connection, that his impression uuquestion- 

ably was that there was no department of this Gov- 
ernment in which there was such extravagance 
48 in the judiciary department. And if the chair- 
man of the Judiciary Committee was in his hear- 
ing, he would say to him that, in his opinion, he 
could do no more acceptable service to the country 
then to take up the subject and rearrange the 
whole system. he salaries of the clerks of the 
Circuit courts were infinitely too high. In a word, 
the whole system ought to be changed from be- 
ginning to end, with the exception of the salaries 
of the judges, which they had no power to touch. 
here ought to be an entire change in the law re- 
ling to this subject. But that was not the busi- 
hess of the Committee of Ways and Means. If 
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he had been chairman of the Committee on the | 


' 1611 


They were frequently at a loss, consequenily, 








_ Judiciary; he would have felt it to be his duty to | under which law to make out their charges. 


| 


and ans could make no alteration in the law; it 
was not even their duty to propose an alteration. 
Their business was to. provide ways and means 


| for carrying out the provisions of existing laws; 


} 
| 


_and gentlemen were treating that éommittee with 
| great injustice, when they complained of the ex- 


| travagance of the appropriations, and yet made 


no effort to change the existing law. 
The question was taken on the amendment, and 


| it was not agreed to. 


| above. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, then. renewed his 
motion toamend in regard to the City Hall, as stated 


He would state, he said, in explanation of this 
amendment, that the subject had been investigated 
by the Committee on the District of Columbia, by | 


which he had been directed to propese the amend- | 


ment. Last year there had been an appropriation 


| made to aid in the completion of the building, and 


| the money appropriated had been expended. The | 


appropriation now proposed was to provide ac- 
commodations for the criminal court. Whenever 


| that court chanced to sit, as was frequently the 


ease, at the same time that the district court was 
in session, one or the other was compelled to ad- 


| journ, there being but one room in which court 


| purpose was very much needed. 
| on the District of Columbia, as he had already re- 


| tion. 





could be held. And he was informed also by those 


+ who knew the fact, that there was at present no 
| proper place for keeping the papers and records of 


the court. A safe and convenient place for this 


The Committee 


marked, had looked into the subject, and they con- 
sidered the appropriation as being right and proper. 
It might be proper for him to mention, also, that 
the Government had not expended as much money 
upon that building as the District had, and would 
not have done so, if they passed this appropria- 
Under the circumstances he thought the ap- 
propriation ought to pass, and he hoped it would 


| be adopted by the committee. 


The question being on the adoption of the 
amendment, tellers were demanded and ordered. 

Mr. JONES desired merely to say, that at the 
last session of Congress, there had been thirty 
thousand dollars appropriated for the completion 
of the building. His own opinion was that there 
was sufficient room for all the courts that were re- 
quired to be held under the laws of the United 
States for this District. 

Mr. BROWN again stated that there was but | 
one room for the accommodation of the two 


courts, the Criminal Court and the District Court. || 
Mr. JONES said there must certainly be room || 


enough in the building to make more than one 
court room. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, desired to 
know if there was any law which authorized the 
building of this wing referred to in the amend- 
ment? 


There was no reply to the inquiry heard by the | 


reporter. 

The question was then taken. The votes hav- 
ing been counted, the tellers reported 60 in the 
affirmative-and 71 in the negative. So the amend- 
ment was not agreed to. 


Mr. HAYMOND moved the following. tocome | 


in at the end of the appropriation for defraying 
the expenses of the Supreme and Circuit Courts 
of the United States, viz: 

‘‘ That the first proviso of an act making appropriation 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for the 
year 1841, in relatiowto the fees of the officers of the Cir- 
cuit and District Courts of the United States, is hereby re- 
pealed.” 

Mr. H. said he understood from the officers of 
the ‘Circuit Court, in the district in which he 
lived, that this proviso to the appropriation bill of 
1841 was considered by the judges ofthe court, 
and by the accounting officers of the Treasury 
under the late Administration, as not being in 
force—as being inoperative, in consequence’ of 
being attached to an appropriation bi)l only. By 
the first proviso it was enacted, that if the fees of 
the clerk exceeded $1,500 he should not be enti- 
tled to the allowance provided for by the act of 
1799, which authorized him to charge one-third 


as much aa the officers of *he State courts charge | 


for the same service. If his fees amounted to less 
than $1,500 he was emitled to make this addi- 
tional charge; but if they exceeded $1,500 by the 
smallest fraction, he was deprived of that right. 


take ue the subject; but the Committee of Ways | 
e 


There were two provisos to that bill, i. e., the 
appropriation bill of 1841. The second proviso 


| limited the amount that should be retained by 


| the marshal of the northern district of New 
York. That proviso ought probably to be re- 
| tained, but the first one ought to be stricken out. 
| It would then stand upon the same principle as 
before the adoption of that proviso, As applied 
| to the courts of Virginia it was a very great in- 
| justice towards that officer. He performed the 
duties of clerk for four courts, and his fees did not 
amount to $2,000 a yess and yet he was com- 
pelled to suffer this reduction of his proper income, 


‘| If the law was restored to what it was before the 


adoption of that proviso, then, if his fees exceeded 
43,000, he would have to pay the ex¢ess, whatever 
it might be, into the Treasury. 

Three thousand dollars, he thought, was not too 
| much; on the contrary it was but a moderate com- 
| pensation for the services required from this officer. 

Fe had had a conversation with the chairman of 
the Committee of Waysand Means on the sub- 
ject, and he understood him as approving of the 
amendment which he had now proposed. And in 
| order thatthe House might underatand the true 
| merits of the case better than they could do from 
| his explanation, he wold ask for the reading of a 
| paper which he sent to the Clerk, 

“he paper was read. 

| Mr. VINTON remarked, that in reference to 
| the proviso which the gentleman proposed .to re- 
peal, he was not able to say whether it ought to 
| be repéaled or not; but as was said by the chair- 
| man of the Committee of Ways and Means, he 
was satisfied that the whole subject ought to be 
revised. Instead of changing a particular part of 
the system, the whole ought to be remodeled. 
There were great abuses in the judiciary depart- 
ment, greater than in any other department of the 
Government. Some two or three years ago, those 
abuses, in the estimation of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, were so great, that Justice Story 
and Justice McLean drew up a bill for regulating 
and making uniform the expenses of the courts, 
so far as regarded the salaries of the officers of the 
courts throughout the’ United States. And the 
Committee on the Judiciary now, he had no dou)t, 
would find among their papers that bill. It was 
not disposed of in consequence of being brought in 
| ab too late a period to be acted upon. But he was 
| sure, that if the committee would take up the sub- 
ject, and prepare such a bill as the one he had re- 
ferred to, they would be performing an acceptable 
service; but he thought they should not undertake 
the repealing of any portion of the laws upon this 
subject, ufless with great caution, because they 
| might produce mischief instead of doing good. 

Mr. THOMAS inquired if the amendment was 
|.in order? 

The CHAIRMAN ruled that it waagot in order. 

Mr. TAYLOR moved the following amend- 
ment: 
| . **To extend the north, and complete the eastern wing of 
| the City Hall bui'ding in the city of Washington, for the ac- 
| commodation of the Cirenit Court of the United States for 
| the District. of Columbia, its jurors, officers, and records, 
| the sum of $10,000, to be expended under the direction of 
| the Corporation of Washington.” 

Mr. T. said, he hoped the committee would be 
disposed to give at least $10,000, although they 
| had refused to give $20,000, to be expended in 
| providing accommodations for the Criminal Court 
| of the District of Columbia, that that court might 
| have a.place where it could hold its sittings. The 

committee, probably, were notaware that the city 
| of Washington had expended in building the City 
Hall, about $70,000; that the city had provided for 
the accommodation of the United States courts for 
the last twenty-five or thirty -years, without the 
expense of a single dollar to the Government. At 
| the last session™a sum of money was appropriated 

to complete the building, to be expended with a 

like sum furnished by the city. That appropri- 
;ation had been expended. . And he certainly 
thought it was but a reasonable request that there 

should be a small sum appropriated for furnishing 

\accommodations for the Criminal Court of the 
| District. 

kt was an appeal to the liberality of Congress— 
| to their sense of propriety, of justice, of right, of 
jduty. It | to him that they were impera- 
\|.tively called upon to provide a place for the sittin 
| ot the courts of the United States. He trusiec 
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that the amendment which he had offered, and | already appropriated will be lost. I hope the 
which proposed to give eae ,000 for this pur- | amendment will be voted down. 


pose—to extend this wing o 
complete the building—would be promptly sup-_ 


ported by thecommitiee. There wasnow butone | 


the building and to | | 


Mr. SWEETSER raised the question, whether 
|, the amendment was in order? 
The CHAIRMAN decided, that it was in 


courtroom, and that was furnished by the city || order. 


itself. And there was great need of a proper place | 


for the protection and preservation of the records | 
of the court, and proper facilities fur the adminis- 
tration of justice. He thought they were called 


on by every consideration, by the general sense of | were asked and ordered. 


the community, by the unanimous voice of the | 
Committee on the Distfict of Columbia, and b 
a proper regard -for ‘the District, which had al- 
ready at an expense of $70,000 furnished tai | 
the last twenty-five years accommodations for the 
courts of the United States, to make this appro- 
priation. 

Mr. TOOMBS moved to amend the amendment 


inserting $19,000. He said he thought the |, 
Two | 


House had not looked into the question. 
ears ago he had had occasion to do so, and he 
hed found that, so far as regarded the account be- 


tween the Government and the District of Colum- 


bia, the District had been very unjustly treated by | 


the Government. The citizens of the District | 
were about the highest taxed people in the United 
States. The city had made scores of miles of || 
streets at iis own expense, and had a balance of )| 
seven or eight hundred thousand dollars in the | 
treasury more than the Government had expended. 
if the property of the Government in the city of 
Washington was taxed at the same rate that the 


Mr. TAYLOR accepted the amendment of the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] as a 


| modification of his amendment. 


The question being on the amendment, tellers 
It was put and decided 
| in the negative—ayes 60, noes 69. 
The item making appropriation for the light- 
| house establishment being read— 
Mr. WHITE moved the following amendment, 
viz: 
And to enable the Secretary of the Treasury to prove 


\| the efficiency and economy of Grant’s calcium light for 
|| light-houses, #5,000, to be expended under the direction of 


| 


property of citizens was taxed, it would produce | 


a revenue of fifty or sixty thousand dollars a year. 


Was it just, he would ask, that these people should | 


build court-houses for the accommodation of the 


United States courts? ‘They were already highly || 
taxed for other purposes. The United States ought || 
The Committee || 


to build their own court-houses. 
on the District of Columbia had looked into the 
maiter, and they were of opinion that an appro- 
priation ought to be made. 


for the appropriation. 
wou'd be adopted. 
Mr. JONES asked for the reading of the provis- 


He hoped the amendmen: 


ions of the act of last session in reference to this | 


subject, which he sent to the Chair. 
They were read by the Clerk. 
Mr. JONES, It ‘appears, sir, from the provis- 
ions of jhe act of last session, that there was ap- 


propriated $30,000 for the completion of this very | 


building. And what was the express condition 
upon which that appropriation was made? It ap- 
pears from the proviso, that there was to bea 
sufficient number of rooms set apart in the build- 
ing, for the accommodation of the courts of the 
United States, authorized to be held in the Dis- 
trict. This was, at the time, all that was asked, 
It was said¥ according to my recollection, that this 


appropriation would complete the building and | 


=) 


that no more money would be asked for for that | 


purpose. Now does anybody supppose that this 


nineteen thousand dollars which is now proposed | 
to be appropriated, if it should be granted, would | 


complete that wing of the building. I will ven- 
ture to aay that it will do no more than méke | 
the excavations and lay the foundation of that 
part of the building, and that they will come 
back at the next session of Congress, and call | 
upon ws to appropriate fifty or a hundred thou- 
sand dollats to complete the work commenced | 
under the appropriation now asked for. How has 
it been with the Patent Office Building? After hav- || 
ing appropriated a large sum of money for the erec- 
tion of suitable buildings, they now come to us and | 
say, we have expended that money, and unless | 


. you give us more, that which has been already | | 


appropriated will be lost. We want an additional 
sum in order to save that which has been already 
expended. Unless we have more money, the | 


And he had no doubt | 
that if the members of that House would examine | 
the subject,they would have no hesitation in voting | 


the Secretary of the "Treasury, and the same to be tested on 


Mr. CARTTER moved to amend the amend. 
ment by striking out the words “ Atlantic coast,’ 
and to insert ** Lake Erie.” 

Mr. EWING raised the point of order, that 
the amendment was not in order, inasmuch as it 
proposed to appropriate money for a new object, 
and one not connected with the ordinary expenses 
| of the Government. The appropriation was for 
|| an experiment in regard to a new light in regard 
| to which there had been no law passed. ’ 
Mr. WHITE. 

| benefit of light-houses, for which appropriation 
| is authorized by law. 

Mr. EWING. That is true. 

Mr. WHITE, (continuing.) It is for an experi- 
ment Which may probably save this Government 
a considerable. expense. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 

The item of appropriation for commissions of su- 

| perintendents of light-houses, being under consid- 
eration, 

Mr. GRINNELL moved the following amend- 
ment. 

||  ¢ For the payment of the superintendents of light-houses, 
|| their commissions as heretofore, for their superiatendencc 

in the erection of light-houses, beacon lights, and light buoys, 
|| @l,500.°? . 

Mr. G. referred to the provisions of the law 
|| which limits the amount of compensation which 
'| collectors of the customs are authorized to receive. 
|, They are required to superintend the light-houses, 

an arduous duty imposed on them by.the Secretary, 
and for this they - not been permitted to re- 
ceive any compensation. They had formerly 
been entitled to receive an addition to their salary 
| for that service. He stated that in the settlement 


| of this branch of the service, the Fifth Auditor and at Philadelphia, and at Baltimore, aad @ 
ri 5 


of the Treasury, who had the charge of the ac- 
counts of the light-houses, had put a qonstruction 
|| on the law favorable to the claim of the collectors 
for a slight additional compensation, but upon the 
final adjustment of their accounts, the accounting 
officers had disallowed the claim. He hoped the 
amendment would be adopted. 

Mr. JONES said he did not profess to understand 
much about light-houses, but he believed that |! 
| there was but one single, solitary light-house 
|| keeper who was disconnected with the customs, and 

| that man was somewhere about among the lakes. 
| The law provides the amount of salary which a 
|| collector of customs shall be entitled to receive, 
|| and the amendment now proposed could be re- 
it || garded in no other light than a violation of the 

‘aw, which limits the compensation of a cok 

| lector of the customs to $6,000. He admitted that 
|| under the old law, the collectors were entitled to 
|| receive an additional $400 for the superintendence 
of light-houses. He did not know how they ap- 
plied thatwsum. But every gentleman, on exami- 
nation of the existing law, could see that the 
| amount to which the compensation was now lim- 





money that has been already expended will be ited, embraced fees and emoluments of every kind. 


lost: the foundations only are built, and they | 
must necessarily be destroyed unless the work be | 


roceeded with, and in order to proceed we must 
— more money. If we commence by-giving 
this nineteen thousand dollars towards construct- 
ing a wing of the City Hall, we will have eventu- 
ally to appropriate something like a hundred 
thousand dollars to complete the work. The old 
arguments will be brought to bear. You must 
appropriate more money, or else what you have 


Mr. WALDO submitted that the amendment 
was not in Order. 

The CHAIR raled the amendment out of order, 
| on the ground that it was not competent for the 
House in an appropriation bill to increase salaries 
which were fixed by law. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to amend the bill by insert- 
ing the following proviso: 

* Provided, That the collectors of customs shall receive no 
foes as superintendents of light-houses, or as dis- 





ng agents.” 








The appropriation is for the || 
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some one of the principal light-houses on the Atlantic coast.’? | 





| mit a point of order. 





en AN, 


be lout. I hdele the || Oe RANDY elt he ath on a said he made it a rule ne never 
move an amendment except under t 
of the Committee o aywand Meanenructon 
| this that the committee might always undersis, 
his position when he rose to submit any am - 
ment. He then referred to the law by which wy, 
compensation of collectors of the customs was _ 
ited to $6,000 in every case. Yetnotwithsiandin, 
the existence of the law, collectors had been in the 
practice of charging extra sums in the form of co 
missions as su ieee of Ii ht-houses, an 
had thus swelled the amount of their salaries be. 
yond the limit fixed by law. The Object of hj 
amendmemM was to prevent all those collectors, 
whose compensation exceeds $2,500 per annum; 
from perenne ae practice hereafter. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order, 

Mr. BAYLY moved to amend the item for sy. 
a commissions, by adding the follow. 


«Provided, That the collectors whose compensations er. 
ceed $2,500, shall receive no compensation as superin. 
tendenis of lights, or as disbursing agents.” 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, rose to sup. 
If it was not in order to 
increase in an appropriation bill salaries which had 
been fixed by law, neither was it in order to r». 
duce salaries fixed by law. 

The CHAIR ruled, that to increase salaries jy 
an appropriation bill was in violation of order, byt 
that it was in order to move reductions. 

Mr. HOLMES appealed from this decision, 

The question being taken pn-the appeal, it waz 
decided in the negative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 








} 





Mr. GRINNELL opposed the amendment. He 


_ thought that if the law limiting the compensation 


| of collectors was to be subjected to so rigid a con. 


struction, collectors would be compelled to aban. 
don the superintendence of light-houses to others, 
| Incompetent individuals might thus be substituted 
| for those who w€re competent, while the cost to the 
Government would be increased four or five times 
above what it had been. 

Mr. JONES moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out ** $2,500,’’ and inserting “ $2,000.” 

He made this motion for the purpose of submit. 
ting a remark ortwo. In the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill of 1841, it was provided that no 
| collector shall receive, hold, or retain an aggregate 
compensation of more than $6,000, including all 
commissions, fees, allowances, &c. Yet, in viola- 
tion of this express law, it appears from the report 
| of the Secretary of the Treasury, that the collect- 
or at New York has been allowed, in addition 
to the $6,000 to which his compensation is limited 
by the terms of the law, $400 as superintendent of 
| light-houses. It was just the same, too, at Boston, 





| Charleston, and at New Orleans, and, perhaps, at 

| other places. Now, it was very clear, therefore, 

| that some such provision as this, which has been 

| introduced by the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, has become necessary to arrest 
this practice. The gentleman from Massachusetts 

| had suggested that if we adopt this amendment, 
the collectors will not discharge the duties re- 
quired of them. Well, and if they did not, there 
are plenty in the country who would be glad to 
take the places and perform the duties. And the 
Secretary of the Treasury would feel it to be his 
duty, whenever any collector refused to discharge 
the duties of his office, to relieve him from the 
care and responsibility of the office, and get some 
other person to take his place. 

Mr. HOLMES said a few words, in an indis- 
tinct tone, on thé importance of the light-house 
duties, and the impolicy of taking the care of them 
out of the hands of men of fidelity and capacity, 
and transferring them perhaps to incompetent and 
crazy individuals. He adverted to the daily risks 
to which our commerce was subjected, and of the 
claim which the commercial interests of the coun- 

had on the Government for effectual protection. 

He e could not believe that any one who was con- 

nected with commerce would be willing to cripple 

this service. He also referred to the false views 
of economy which could intluence men to abri 


the efficiency of this system for the object of 


saving a few dollars. 
The amendment to the amendment was then re- 


jected. 
, Mr. BAYLY moved to amend by striking out 
twenty-five hundred and inserting the words 
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« twenty-four hundred,” for the purpose of ma- 
ing® remear > but 


™ 


because Congress has not passed any law author- 


izing one there. The one at Pittsburg is author- 


ki . * ‘ 
; AIR suggested, that the modification of by law. 
see ve : Mr. McCLERNAND said that, aceording to | 


: amendment being exclusively within his 
ee cit, he Could not make any remarks with- 
put violating the rule. De oe 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 
strike out twent -five hundred and insert twenty- 
four hundred. He did this for the purpose of ex- 

essing his surprise at the fact declared by the 
Pentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jonsgs,] that the 
jaw limiting the compensation of collectors to six 
thousand dollars had’been evaded by the construc- 
tion of the accounting officers of the Treasury. 

He anticipated no difficulty in obtaining fit per- 
sons to fill the office, should the present collectors 
be dissatisfied with the amount of salary. 

Mr. BAYLY opposed the amendment, for the 
purpose of reiterating, that should the contingen- | 
cies feared by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
ocdur, the Offices could soon be filled with compe- 
vot incumbents. Ee said the superintendence of | 
the light-houses was a duty peculiarly appropriate 
to the custom-house, because it was there that in- 
formation was always sought, and there was the | 
centre of commerce. He did not imagine that any 
collector, for the paltry consideration of four hun- | 
dred dollars, would be willing to neglect the du- | 
ties which the Secretary would require ofhim, | 

Mr. FULLER inquired if there were not com- | 
missions to which the collector was entitled? 

Mr. BAYLY replied, that there were two and | 
ahalf per cent. 
compensation of collectors come up to twenty-five | 
hundred dollars, they should no longer be entitled 
to these little pickings. Where the salaries were 
below that pornt he had no objection. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The question being on the amendment moved 
by Mr. Bavuy, and tellers being demanded, 
Messrs. FeaTHeRston and Morton were ap- 

inted tellers. ‘The question was then taken and 
decided in the affirmative—ayes 75, noes 46. 

Mr. BAYLY said .he was instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to move the fol- 
lowing amendment. 

“ Por the repair of damages occasioned by the late storm, 
to the light-house on Brandywine Shoals, $2,000.” 

The estimates, he said, of the Engineer Depart- 
ment showed that three thousand dollars were 
necessary to complete the light-house. But it 
appeared that the storm which occurred during 
the last month on the coast, had done so much 
damage, that the Engineer Department considered 
that it would require $2,000 to repair that damage. 

The question was taken on the amendment and | 





it was adopted. 

The Clerk read the foliowing item, viz : 

“ For the completion of the Marine Hospital at Pittsburg, 
tow under construction, $10,149 42.” 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he desired to in- 
quire of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means—— 

The CHAIRMAN of the Committee of the 
Whole interposed. Does the gentleman propose 
any amendment ? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Yes, sir; I propose to 
reduce the appropriation to $9,000. IL récollect 
some years ago officers were appointed to make 
an examination into this subject. But I wish to 
know from, the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, under what resolution or law 
these appropriations are made? 

Mr. BAYLY. They are made under the law 





of Congress which authorizes and requires the 
erection of these hospitals. Arid the appropria- 
tion here asked for is to complete a building not 
only under way, but nearly finished. 

_, Mr. McCCLERNAND said he wished to know 
if this appropriation was authorized by a perma- 
nent law? and if'so, when that law was passed? | 

Mr. BAYLY. There is a law authorizi 
the building of these hospitals and apecit yi 
where they shall be built. For instance: one at 
Pitsburg, one at Louisville, one at Napoleon, and 
one at Dubuque. 

Mr.McCLERNAND. The point is this: The | 
report recommends the establishment of hospitals | 
&t various places. Now, among these, there is 
the hospital at the junction of the Ohio and the 
Mississippi rivers. “1 wish to know why an ap- 
Propriation is not made for that place? F 

t. BAYBY. The reason why theve is no ap- 
Propriation in this bill for an hospital at Cairo is, 





¢ 


We are desirous that when the || 


his recollection, there was no permanent law au- 
thorizi 
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Spring. If ithad been commenced last year, the 
appropriation would have been expended. !t is 
nearly exhausted now. 

Mr. BAYLY. The gentleman’s explanation 


| Shows that there is no necessity for an appropria- 


the erection of hospitals at all. ‘The au- | tion at present for St. Louis. 
thority for their erection derived its existence from || work had been commericed last 


He says if the 
year the funds 


the appropriation bills alone. And he wished to || would have been expended, but that it was not 


know why an appropriation was not made for an 
hospital at Cairo e appealed to the gentleman 
from Ohio, (Mr. Vinron,] formerly chairman of 
the Committee of\Ways and Means, to know 


| 


| 


Avhether the authority tor the erection of these || 


commenced until this Spring, and the money bas 
not all been expended. That is the very reason 


why we do not propose to appropriate any money 
for that place at this time. 


The question was taken on the amendment, and 


hospitals did not exist alone in the appropriation || it was pot agreed to. 


bills? The appropriations, he believed, were 
made for this object upon the report of the officer 
appointed to investigate the subject, without being 


specifically provided for by any permanent law. || 


his being the case, and Cairo having been rec- 


made for the erection of an hospital at that place. 


here proposed were for completing works that were 
already in progress. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. McC.iernanp,} 
and it was not agreed to. 


suitable place for the erection of an hospital. 


any motion? 
Mr. McCLERNAND. Yes, sir. 
insert: 
“ For the erection of an hospital at the junction of the Ohio 
2 


i move to 


} and Mississippi rivers, $20,000, 


It is unnecessary for me, sir, to add anything 


reference to the fitness of the place, and the ne- 
cessity for an hospital there, there can be but one 
opinion. 

Mr. SWEETSER raised the point of order, 





no existing law authorizing the appropriation. 
The CHAIRMAN ruled that the amendment 
was not in order. 
Mr: STANTON, of Tennessee, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment: 


Mr. VINTON remarked, that the appropriations | 





Mr. McCLERNAND. I wish to know wheth- | 
er it will be in order to move an appropriation for | 
the erection of an hospital at Cairo? I believe that | 
is one of the places that is reported as being a | 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman make || order. 


to what | have already said on this subject. In | 


* For the erection of a marine hospital at Memphis, Ten- | 


nessee, $20,000.” 


the amendment is not in order. 





| rise. 
| ‘The motion was nat agreed to. 
Mr. BOW LIN rose (he said) to offer an amnend- 
ment, which was this: To add an appropriation 
| for the St. Louis hospital of $10,000, in order to 


Mr. WOODWARD moved that the committee the Commuttee of Ways and Means to be inadmiss- 


|| ible, 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that | 


put it upon an equal footing with the hospitals | 


at other places. 
it happened, that in making appropriations fur 
these hospitals St. Louis had been overlooked. 
She seemed always destined to be left out. The 
appropriation that was made last year was intro- 
duced in the form of an amendment, the appro- 
priation having been entirely omitted ia the bill 


ommended as a suitable place for an hospital, he | 
was at a loss to know why no appropriation was | 


j 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. ALBERTSON moved to amend the bill by 
appropriating $20,000 for the erection of a Naval 
Hospital at Evansville, Indiana. 

Mr. A. pressed the amendment in a few re- 
marks. 


The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order, 
there being no law authorizing it. 

Mr. POTTER offered the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the appropriation 


|| for improving the Hospital at Cleveland, viz: 


* Por fencing, planting trees, and shrubbery, $1,000. 


This was but a small appropriation, he said, 
but together with the labor of the seamen he 
thought it would be sufficient to accomplish the 
purpose. 

Mr. STANLY inquired if the amendment was 
in order? 

The CHAIRMAN ruled that it was not in 


Mr. POTTER appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. 


The question being put, ‘* Shall the decision of 


‘ 
| the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- 
| mittee?’’ it was decided in the affirmative, 


whether this amendment was in order, there being 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 
The following item was read by the Clerk, viz: 
“Por the purchase of Greenwood Island, near Pasea- 


| goula, Mississippi, lately made by the Surgeon General, 


under the order of General 'T'wiggs, for the jocation of a 
military hospital, $5,000.” 

Mr. McCLERNAND raised the question of 
order whether this item of appropriation could be 
entertained by the committee? It did not appear 
(he said) that General Twiggs had any authority 


| to purchase this island. ‘There was a total ab- 


He was at a loss to know how || 


————— 


sence of any evidence of the existence of any 
authority of law for making this appropriation. 
The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, 
on the ground that the Committee of the Whole 
had no right to decide what had been inserted by 


That could only be done in the House. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to strike 
out the clause relating to the purchase of Green- 
wood Island, And he did so, he said, upon. the 
ground that General Twiggs was not authorized 
by law to order the Surgeon General to make the 

urchase for any purpose whatever. If General 
Twiggs could order the Surgeon General to pur- 


hase this island for a purpose of this sort, he 


could, on the same Gnecipies authorize him to 
purchase a whole State. The main purpose of 


|| these appropriation bills was to appropriate money 


|| for objects authorized by existing laws. 


as reported from the Committee of Ways and | 


Means. And this year it was left out again. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. My complaint is the 


same in regard to Cairo, 


| 
| 


There 
was no law authorizing the purchase of this island, 
and the appropriation ought not to be made. 

Mr. BAYLY referred to the law appropriating 
$100,000 for the purpose of preparing quarters for 


Mr. BOWLLN. But no hospital has been es- || the sick and wounded of our army returning from 


1} 


, Mr. McCLERNAND. It was reported upon 
favorably. 

Mr. BOWLIN. At St. Louisa an hospital is 
being erected, and what I desire is, that it shall-be 
placed upon an equal footing with the hospitals at 
other places. 

Mr. BAYLY. The law providing for the erec- 


| 


| 
i} 


the Mexican war. General ‘l'wiggs was divected 
to find some suitable spot for the purpose in the 
neighborhood of New Orleans. He went to Pass 
Christian, but the people on the main land object- 
ed, and he then sought further and selected Green- 
wood Island as a suitable spot. General Twiggs 
obtained this island, and about $14,000 had been 
since expended in the erection of buildings. The 


tion of these hospitals places them under the || gentleman was right as to the ground he had 


charge of the Corps of Engineers; and there are 
officers of that corps of as high rank as colonel, 
who have the m tof them. By the officer 
in charge at St. Lous, there was no appropriation 
asked for: that is the reason why none was in- 
serted in the bill, 


Mr. BOWLIN. The difficulty is this: The | 


location has to be approved 
War, and he withheld his appr6val of the location 
‘of the hospital at St, Louis until this Spring; con- 
sequently the work waa not commenced until this 


tablished at Cairo. 





| 
} 


ed the Secretary of 
v 


taken—General Twiggs had clearly no authority 


| to buy this ground, and we are now called upon 


here to give him that authority by buying the 
island for thie use of the Government. General 
I'wiggs had stated that he considered it to be his 
duty to possess himeelf of the spot for the pur- 
pose, and he was willing to pay for it. 

' Mr. MeCLERNAND referred tw the remark 
of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Meens, that General Twiggs had no authority to 
purchase the island, and asked whether the hon- 
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orable chairman knew that there was an act re- 
quiring that no property should Ge purchased for 
the United States until the validity of the title was 
established ? 


torney of Louisiana had examined this title, and 
pronounced itto be good. “The title doubtless was 
good in the vendor. The officers who made the 
purchase were acting in violation of law. 

Mr. JONES moved to strike out ** $5,000,”’ and 
to insert “ gt.” 

He then proceeded to give a history of the law, 
and the proceedings in relation to the construction 


THE CONG 





———— 


{| . Sse 
| to the country, require that the -commissioner 

















| having charge of the boundary between California 
_ and New Mexico, should be aided in his explora- 


ralists, and asking that an appropriation be granted | 
to carry the same into effect; which was referred 


|| to the select committee on the subject. 


of the quarters on Greenwood Island, stating that | 


when the bill was passed appropriating $100,000 


for the erection of quarters for the sick and wound- | 


ed soldiers, the Secretary of War, Mr. Marcy, 
ordered General Twiggs to examine Pass Christian 


and other places in that vicinity, for the purpose | 


of finding a suitable spot for the erection of bar- 
racks, 
tian, where he found the citizens hostile to his 
purpose. He then went to Greenwood Island, 
containing about one hundred acres, and this he 
selected as a proper situation. TheSurgeon Gen- 


The Surgeon General went to Pass Chris- | 


eral probably then made a contract for the pur- | 


chase of the island. 
accompanied b 
Quartermaster 


General Dusenberry, as his 


Afterwards General Twiggs, | 


eneral, arrived there, and ordered | 


the Surgeon General to continue his arrangements. | 
When the accounts Were brought to the depart- | 


ment for settlement, the accounting officers of the 
Treasury refused to allow the item for the pur- 


chase of the island, and the Secretary of War sus- | 


tained this refusal, alleging that General Twiggs 
had no right to make the purchase. He under- 


stood that the property was Worth more than the || 


price paid for it. The Surgeon General offered to 
take it at $5,000, and he thought it would be the 


best course if Congress would let him have it, and | 


so lose the othef $10,000. We had received no 
valid title, and had no authority to hold it from 
the State in which it lies. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said the 


whole case was comprised in a nutshell. The 


island had been bought without the authority of | 
it had been purchased at a price below its || 


law. 
value. Surgeon General_Lawson was willing to 
give more for it than it had cost. There was 
no particular impropriety in the act of purchasing 
the property. Government ought to have some 
point where she can collect her troops; and this is 


verhaps the most healthy place in that vicinity. | 
|| Ordered, ‘That the petition of John G. Mount be referred | 


There are thousands along the coast who would 
be ¢lad to purchase the island from us. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. VENABLE moved that the committee 
rise, but subsequently withdrew the motion. 

Mr, JONES moved to amend by striking out 
*‘ten”” and inserting “five.” He only did this 
for the purpose of suggesting to the committee, 
that out of the $500,000 which had been granted 


for these objects, General Brooke had expended | 
some $200,000, which will come up here by and | 


by for the sanction of Congress. 


Mr. HALL opposed the amendment, because | 


he regarded the whole proceeding as in violation of 
law, There was noauthority given for the pur- 
chase of the island, nor for the erection of any 
permanent quarters. It was the object of the 
Government only to have temporary occupation 
there. He admitted thatthe island was obtained 
at a low rate; but if we retained it, we should 
soon be called on to pay for the erection of walls, 


and ferte, and arsenals; works which experience | 


taught ws when once begun, were never finished. 
"This purchase had been made by a military offi- 
cer in violation of law. 

Mr. BAYLY said that not a dollar had been 
expended in the purchase of the island. 

Mr. McCLERNAND modified his amendment. 

He went into the facts of the case, asserting 
that the whole transaction was a violation of law. 

Mr. BAYLY replied with some warmth, when, 

The committee rose and veported progress, and, 
on motion, the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespar, August 20, 1850. 

Mr. GREENE sented a memorial of the 
commitive of the Boston Society of Natural His- 
tory, setting forth that the interests of science and 
the advancement of practical knowledge of value 


, Mr; MANGUM presented the memorial of W. 
B. Hart, the assignee of Anderson, Forrester, Cobb | 
| & Pickens, setting forth his belief that he has an | 
| equitable if not legal claim upon the Government of | 
the United States, for money growing out of a con- | 
tract between the Government and parties, for the | 
removal of certain Choctaw Indians, made in Sep- | 
tember, 1844; that the commissioner, after a Ja- 
borious investigation, has determined that he 
views the claim only as an equitable one, and that | 
it is beyond his power to pay it, and that the only | 
| remedy is an application to Congress; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 


Mr. CHASE presented five memorials, viz: 





four from citizens and electors, ministers of the | 


Gospel, physicians, and other classes of persons, 
| in Cleveland, Ohio, and one from Barington and 
| vicinity, in the county of Washington, Pennsyl- 
vania, all asking that no State may hereafter be 
admitted whose constitution does not expressly 
prohibit slavery; which were received and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Also, five memorials, four from the same place 
in Ohio, and one frem the same place in Pennsyl- 
| vania, asking that Congress will repeal all laws 


| authorizing slavery in the District of Columbia, or | 


remove the seat of Government therefrom; -which 
were received and ordered to lie on the table. 
Also, 8ix memorials from the same place in Ohio, 
| one from the county of Gloucester, in New Jersey, 
| and one from Washington county, Pennsylvania, 
asking that slavery and the slave trade may be 


United States; which were received and ordered 
| to lie on the table. 


in Ohio, and one from the same in Pennsylvania, 
requesting that provision be made by law that 
whenever a person shall be arrested as a fugitive 


alleged to be held in service, he shall not be de- 
| livered to the claimant or his agent except on the 
| finding of a jury; all of which were received and 
| ordered to lie on the table. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, 


| to the Committee on Pensions. 
ii 
| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
| 

| 


Mr..DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- | 


tee on Military Affairs, to which were referred the 
proceedings of a meeting of the Medical and Chi- 
rurgical Faculty of Maryland, at the annual con- 
vention held at Easton, in that State, relative to 
the rank of surgeons in the army and navy, asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the same, on the ground that the rank of surgeons 
|| in the army was already established by law, and 

that it be referred to the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs; which was agreed to. 

Also, from the sime committee, to which was 
referred the ** Joint resolution from the House of 
Representatives explanatory of certain acts therein 
mentioned,” reported back the same with an 
amendment, striking out, in the 17th line, the 
words * or from disease contracted ;’’ thus making 
the provisions applicable only to those who may 
hereafter die of wounds received while in service. 


i] 
i} merce, to which were referred the several memo- 
| rials of merchants and other citizens of New 
|| Orleans, in relation to an extension of the port of 
| New Orleans, reported a bill to extend the port of 
New Orleans; which waa read. 
Mr. SOULE asked the unanimous consent of 
|| the Senate to allow the bill to have its second 
ae then; and no objection having been made, 
the bil 





having been proposed, it was ordered to- be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 
| Mr, SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
| tary Affairs, to which were referred the documents 
relative to the claim of Ebenezer Dumont, for a 
horse killed in Mexico, and the bill for the relief 
of Ebenezer Dumont, reported back the bills with- 
out amendment. 








RESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| tion by a corps of experienced and scientific natu- || 
Mr. BAYLY stated that the United States At- |) s 


+ 


prohibited by Congress in all the Territories of the | 


Also, five memorials, four from the same place | 


slave in any State other than that in which he is || 


Mr. SOULE, from the Committee on Com: | 


was read a second time and considered in | 
Committee of the Whole; and no amendment | 


3 Aug. 20, 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Commi: 
dian Affairs, to which were referred he ieoctee 
of the State of Texas, relative’ to the payment ot 
certain volunteer companies for services on the 


| western frontier of the Stgte, asked ¢ : 
_charged from the Pre ka gg Boe: nal ee 
same, and that they be referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs; which was agreed to, 


BOOKS FOR THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

On motion by Mr. CLEMENS, the Senate pro. 
ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Who) 
the joint resolution from the House No. 29 bein: 
the joint resolution instructing the Secretary > 
State to furnish the State of Alabama duplicat 
of the books and documents heretofore supplied 
by Congress, and which were destroyed by th 
recent burning of the capitol of said State. : 

On motion by Mr. C., the joint resolution was 
amended and reported to the Senate, and the 
amendment concurred in, and no further amend. 
ment having been proposed, the amendment was 
ordered to be engrossed and the resolution to be 
read a third time. ‘ 

MILITARY ROAD IN ARKANSAS. 

On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, the Senate 
proceeded to consider Senate bill No. 270, beino 
the bill to grant the right of way and making 4 
grant of land to the Srate of Arkansas in aid of 
the completion of the military road frorh Memphis 
to St. Francis. ‘ 

Mr. S. moved to amend the bill by striking out al! 
after the enacting clause,and inserting the‘following: 


{ <€Thatthe right of way through the public lands be and the 
same is hereby granted to the State of Arkansas for the con. 
struetion and completion of the military road from a point 
on the Mississippi river, opposite Memphis, in the State of 
Tennessee, a3 the same has been cut out and surveyed, wo 
Strong’s, on the St. Francis river, in the State of Arkansas, 
with the right also to take necessary materials of earth. 
stone, and timber, from the public lands of the United States 
adjacent to said road far the construction thereof: Provi ed, 
That the right of way shall not exceed one hundred feet ip 
|| width. Anda copy of the survey of said road, heretofore 
|| made under the authority of the United States, shall be for- 
warded to the proper local land pffices respectively, and to 
|| the Generali Land Office at Washington city, within six 
| months after the passage of this act. And the said military 
|| road, so far as constructed, cut out, or surveyed, with the 
|| rights and privileges appertaining thereto, are hereby sur- 

rendered and relinquished to the said State, to be completed 
| as hereinafter provided. =~ * 

“ Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be and is 
hereby granted to the State of Arkansas, for the purpove of 
aiding in making the road aforesaid, every alternate section 
of land designated by even numbers, for one section in width 
on each side of said road; butin case it shall appear that the 
United States have sold any part of any section hereby grant- 
ed, or that the right of preémption has attached to the same, 
then it shall be lawful for any agent or agents, to be ap- 
pointed by the Governor of said State, to select, subject io 
the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, from the lands 
of the United States most contiguous to the tier of sections 
above specified, 30 much land in alternate sections, or parts 
of sections, as shall be equal to such lands as the United 
States have sold, or to which the right of preémption has at- 
tached, as aforesaid; which lands being equal in quantiiy to 
one haif of one section in width, on each side of said road, 
| the State of Arkansas shall have and hold to and for the use 
| and purpose aforesaid: Provided, That the lands to be so lo- 
| cated shall in no case be further than fifteen miles from the 
line of the road: Provided, further, ‘That the iands hereby 
| granted shall be applied in the construction and completion 
of said road, and shall be disposed of only as the work pro- 
| gresses, and shall be applied to no other purpose whatsoever: 
And provided, further, That any and all lands reserved to the 
United States by any act of Congress for the purpose of aid- 
ing in any object of internal improvement, or in any wanver, 
for any other purpose whatsoever, he and the same are here- 
hy reserved to the United States.from the operations of this 
act, except so far as it may be found necesgary to use and 
| enjoy the right of way on the route of said road through such 
| reserved lands. 

“ Spc. 3, And be it further enacted, That the sections and 
parts of sections of land which, by such grant, shal] remaia 
| to the United States, within one mile on each side of said 


1 
| 











road, shall not be sold for less than double the minimum 
price of the public lands when sold. 
||. «Seo. 4. And be it further That the said lands 
hereby granted to the said State shall. be Subject to the dis 
posal of the Legislature thereof, for the purposes aforesaid, 
and no other; and the said road shall be and remain a public 
|| highway, for the use of the Government oi the United States, 
|| free from toll or other charge up6n the-transportation of the 
| mails or any public property or troops, by or dander contract 
the United States. . : 

“ Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, if the said rond 
shall not be compieted within ten years, the said State of Ar 
kansas shall be bound to pay to the United States the amount 
which may be received upon the sale of any part of said 

|| lands by said State, the title to the purchasers under sa 
| State remaining valid ; and the title to the residue of said 
lands shall reinvest in the United Stateg, to have aud hold 
the same in the same manner as if this act had not bees 
passed.?? : . 

The amendment having been concurred in, the 
bill was reported to the Senate, and no further 
amendment wing been proposed, if was ordered 
to be for a third reading. _ 
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MAIL TO MEXICO. 
otion of Mr. SOULE the Senate pro- 
a consideration of the bill to provide 
, tri-monthly mail from New Orleans to Vera 
a and Tampico, in Mexico, by steamers or sail- 


Is. \ 
oi pending question was the motion of Mr. 
YULEE to strike out the words “ or sailing.” 
The PRESIDENT proceeded to take the ques- 
tion on striking oat, and on a division there were 
ihirteen in the affirmative and three in the nega- 
ive—no quorum voulng. — } 
Mr.SOULE. The object of the amendment is 
yo to modify the section as to make it provide for 


seam vessels only, instead of, as’ originally ré- | 
ried, by steamers or sailing vessels. It has been | 


considered by the mover that, unless this service 
shall be required to be performed by steam, the 
gervice cannot be executed with anything like reg- 
larity and being satisfied witli the reasons ad- 


duced in support of that opinion, I have agreed to | 


the amendment, and hope it will be adopted. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 1 do not know 


that | perfectly understand the object of this bill. || 


js it to establish a new line from New Orleans to 
Vera Cruz, or to extend some existing line? 


Mr. SOULE. The object is to create a line by | 
means of a contract, and the probability is that it | 
will be taken by one of the lines already established. | 
if this should not be so, the sum allowed by | 


this bill, which L propose to fix at $75,000, would, 
in all probability, not be sufficient to’ enable the 


Post Office Department to accomplish the. end it || 


contemplates by this bill. For the sum of $75,000 
it cannot be expected that any one would establish 
a new line for the purpose of performing this ser- 
vice. The bill merely proposes to place such 







have been established before. It is not only ne- 
cessary, so far as the ion of mail matter 
is concerned, but it is important In another point 
of view. Weare dependent now on the British 


|| mails for nearly all our communications with Vera 


| Cruz. 


i 
| 


| 
| 





| 


| 
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ning there. The value of a commerce with Mex- 


ico has always been under-estimated in this coun- | 
| try. eee ago we had a very extensive 
exico, it has dwindled down to very | 


trade with 
little, because there is hardly any intercourse be- 
tween the United States and Mexico. The estab- 
lishment of this line, while it is necessary for 


|| transporting mail matter, would, in my opinivn, 
shortly more than pay for the outlay, because it | 
| would have a tendency to open a commerce with 


Mexico. Why, since the establishment of lines 


| to the Rio Grande, a commerce amounting to five 


millions of dollars has grown-up with Mexico. 


I am quite sure | am correct in 


New Orleans and Vera Cruz would be, 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, if it~be apart 
of the policy of this Government (as stated by 
my friend from Texas) to foster and sustain the 


| commerce of this country out of the national Treas- 


ury, when that interest is too weak to support it- 
self, according to the natural laws of trade, | con- 
cur in opinion with him, and the honorable Sen- 
ator from Louisiana, that this bill ought to pass. 
But if, on the contrary, policy dictates and duty 


| requires those of us who direct the affairs of the 


power in the hands of the head of the Post Office || 


Department as will enable him to make a contract 
to carry out the service. 
have received from the Postmaster General, which 
[have now in my hand, it will be perceived that 
he concurs in the expediency of such an enact- 


ment. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I had sup- 
posed that there was a regular mail from New Or- 


be extended to Vera Cruz without incurring any 
very greatexpense. By this means a regular line 
may be established, and | have risen simply to in- 
quire why that has not been proposed? 1 think 
that would be the more economical plan. But | 


should be glad to have the views of the chairman || 


of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads upon this subject. ; 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, the bill introduced 
by the Senator from Louisiana contemplates the 
establishment of a line from New Orleans to Vera 
Cruz. But it leaves it with the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to make a contract for the transportation of 
the mail tri-monthly from New Orleans to Vera 
Cruz in such manner as he may deem most advi- 
sable, limiting him to the expenditure of a very 
small amount of money to accomplish this pur- 
pose. it would have been improper to have re- 
quired the extension of the line now in operation 
between New Orleans and Galveston, because 
then it would have made a monopoly in favor of 
the company owning that line, and they could 
have required any sum they chose for performing 
the service. As the bill stands, it leaves the mat- 
ter with the Postmaster General. He can make a 
contract with those who now carry the mail be- 
tween New Orleans and Galveston, under these 
terms, which I have no doubt he will do. But 
fit was required to extend that mail to Vera 
Cruz, that line would be a monopoly and could 
command what price its owners, chose to ask, 
The Postmaste® General, therefore, is not left at 
liberty to make a contract with them on more fa- 
Yorable terms than with anybody else. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. i did not mean 
that the right should be placed in the hands o{.that 
company; 1 merely inquired why thi: line to Gal- 
veston could not beextended to Vera Cruz, through 

m or through other contractors. 

Mr. RUSK. That would have the same effect. 

¢ Postmaster General can contract with the 
Company that now carry the mail between New 

rleans and Galveston, to carry a wi-monthly 
re to Vera Cruz,.on the terms proposed in this 


While up, I would say that I look upon this as 
‘Very important route, and one which ought to 
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From a letter which | | 


General Government to so shape legislation as not 
to identify her interests with any measures that 
are not truly national, and- avoid all partnerships 
with individuals, and which may be regarded as 
experiments, then this measure ought not to pass. 


When this measure was before the Senate for || of such a line, it is more than likely that before 
| consideration a few days since, | objected to iton | 


general grounds. I stated then, what I will repeat 


| now, | am opposed to all laws that let out jobs; 


and this steam mail service, which is rapidly grow- 


We have no regular line of our own run- | 





|| ing and attaching itself to the national-Treasury | 


| 
1} 


| 
; 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 








Knowing the interest felt in various quarters‘ to 


Cruz, and conceding that it is desirable in many 


points of view to effect this object, and being par- || 
| ticularly desirous to concur in opinion with my 


friend from Louisiana, who has charge of this bill, 
I have reviewed my former opinions, and looked 
further into the facts, hoping | might be able to 


cannot. 

We direct the Postmaster General by this bill to 
pay seventy-five thousand dollars per annum for 
transporting the mail tri-monthly between the 
points | have mentioned, a distance of abvuut six or 
seven hundred miles. 

Mr. SOULE. More. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Admit that itis something more, 
I will venture it isa hundred per cent. higher than 


yment for similar service in any part of the | 


nited States. ‘Take, if you please, the mail ser- 
vice between Cincinnati and Louisville, a distance 
of one hundred and fifty miles, and a daily mail. 
The Government pays less than four thousand 
dollars per year; there freight and passengers are 
the basis of that trade, and the mail service is a 
mere auxiliary; and so; in a short time, | appre- 


hend, would be the case on the line proposed to be || repeat I cannot. 


eStablished by this bill. Seventy-five thousand 
dollars per annum, sir, will nearly, and. 1 believe 


| for support, comes emphatically under that head. | 
leans to Galveston, and | suppose that line may | 





quite, defray the actual expenses of running two | 
boats of the kind®and tonnage that | presume | 


would be run between the points indicated in the 
bill, leaving as profit to the fortunate recipient of 
Government favor all that could be made by travel 
and commerce. And, sir, if the anucipauons of 
my friend from Louisiana are anything like real- 
ized in this particular, it would be wrong to let 
any one man or company of men have control of 
it for ten years, (the length of time proposed by 
the bill;) for, properly divided, it would make a 
-~ rich. 

do not wish, however, to follow out the de- 
tails of this subject. [ am content to state my 
general objections to the bill, and avow my hos- 
ulity to every propositidn that looks to the na- 
tional Treasury for support, rather than the service 
of which it forms a part. Satisfy me that the 
receipts from mailable matter will approximate 


, 


CE 





|| the service itself will undoubtedly yield. 








| which would direct the Postmaster 





near to the sum to be paid for carryin 
it, and [ will yield my objections. Otherwise 
cannot. 

Mr. SOULE. Mr. President, Lhope the Sen- 
ator from Indiana wil! withdraw his objections, 
when he considers what objects are to be promo- 
ted by the passage of this bill. Although the 
carrying matiers of mail be the main object which 
this bill is intended to effect, yet if the measure 


can collaterally improve the mercantile relations ~ 


of this country with neighboring-countries, | 
cannot see that this should be an objection to its 


ssage. 

There was a time when the commerce between 
Mexico and this country was very extensive. At 
that time we received almost two-thirds of all the 
bullion that was exported frofi that country. At 
present, on account of the utter want of means 


| een — : || Of intercourse between this country and Mexico, 
Ore their establishment, there was not a com- | 


merce of the value of one hundred thousand dol- | 
| lars annually. 


| this. This will show of what value a line between || the fact that the Efglish mail steamers have lately 


not only are we deprived of the benefits which 
we might derive from that one of the marry 
branches of commerce with that country, but from 


ceased running, we have no means of communi- 
cating with that country atall. Now, | would 
submit to the Senate whether or not it be not 
of the highest interest to this couniry that we 
should promote social as well as mercantile rela- 
tions with Mexico. 

| would furthermore remark that the excess of 
revenue from the post office at New Orleans ex- 
ceeds $47,000, which, if applied to the service ea- 
tablished. by this act, willgo very far to cover 
whatever expenditure may be incurred on account 
of it by the Government over and besides «hat 
From 
the nature of the connection which now exists be- 
tween Mexico and this country, and of the rela- 
lations which will be created by the establishment 


six months have elapsed, the whole expenditure 
will be covered by the proceeds of the mail. | 


|| hope, therefore, that the Senator will not press his 


objection, and will suffer the billto pass without 
further opposition. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I rise only to say that the 


|| Senator from Texas, [Mr. Hovston,] who is ab- 
|| connect the commerce of New Orleans and Vera 


sent, would probably have voted in favor of tbis 
bill had he been here. | am opposed to this bill, 
but I have agreed with him not to vote on’ any 
question to-day, and, therefore, I shall not vote 
at all. 

Mr. BRIGHT. If the considerations presented 


riner : \| by the Senator from Louisiane (Mr. Sov.e} are 
join in its support, but reaily, Mr. President, | | 


so important, in his estimation, as still to make it 
his duty to press this measure, I could be induced 
to yield my objections, in part, oi & provision 

eneral to dis- 
pose of the contract te carry tri-monthty mails 
between these two points upan the same terma 
that contracts for other services of a similar natyre 
have been disposed of. But the bill as offered 
authorizes the caentracting officer to pay $75,000 
per annum, which | think | have shown is en- 
tirely too much. Any gentleman who wil! make 
the calculation, will at oncg see that the price te 
be paid would defray the expense of performing 
this service, without a dollar of income from 
sources such as those mentioned. Now, if the 
bill be so amended as to let the contract to the 
lowest bidder, reducing the time and striking out 
the appropriation, | may vote for it, but as it is, I 


Mr. SOULE. The reference made ip the bil) 
to the existing law, places the contract exactly 
upon the footing that the Senator wishes. The 
contract is to be placed at the disposal of the Post- 
master General, to be given to the lowest bidder. 
The sum of $75,000 is not the amount to be ex- 
pended by the department, but the limit_imposed 
by law as to the amount of the expenditure which 
he may be allowed to incur. 1 wil accept of any 
reasonable amendment which the Senator may 

ropose. 
.Mr. BRIGHT. The limitation in all bills 
framed upon the principle that this is, experience 
proves, has resulted in closing the contract at the 
amount named as an ultimatum. Every Senator 


present, conversant with such subjects, will bear . 


witness that whatever limitation. is fixed in a bill 
of this description, at that rate is the contract 
taken, the officer feeling authorized to accept at 
the figures we pass upon. The honorable Sena- 
tor’s offer to receive amendments embracing the 


vos 
mpegs rar ot —* 
5 3 engl fae wae . 
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vineiples I have suggested, is very fair. And if 
a opportunity ia allorded me, I will prepare one 
that wil obviate the difficulty | eaggest. 

Mr. MASON. | am reluctant to interfere with 


DERWOOD, and STURGEON, of which a 
report will appear in the Appendix. ‘ 

Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted an amendment, 
which he will offer when in order, which was 


this bill, but the hour has arrived for taking up || ordered to be printed. 


the other special order. 1 will, therefore, move to 


postpone the further.consideration of this subject || 


tll to-morrow. 
The mouon was agreed to. 
RECAPTURE OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 


| 
| 


i 


j ' 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weownespay, August 21, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


i 


of the bill to provide for the more effectual execu- || SEVENTH CENSUS. 
tion of thé third clause of the second section of || Me. THOMPSON, of Pennsytvania asked and 
the fourth article of the Constitution of the United || obtained the unanimous consent of the House to 


States. 
‘The question pending was the amendment offered 
yesterday by Mr. Mason, as a substitute for the 


Maryland move toamend the amendment? 
"Mr. PRATT. No, sir; 1 merely stated that I 


i 
} 
| 


| take up the bill supplementary to the act providing 
| for the taking of the seventh census, which had 
been returned from the Senate with disagreement 


bill. to the amendments of the House; and on his me 
The PRESIDENT. Did not the Senator from || 


tion a committee of conference was appointed by 


| the Chair, consisting of Messrs. Thompson and 


should propose an amendment. 1 would inquire, || 
however, whether, if the amendment offered by || ' 
|| with a view to their reference to one of the Execu- 


the Senator from Virginia is adopted, it will then 
be in order for me to offer the amendment | pro- 

ore : 

The PRESIDENT. If it is a separate and dis- 
tinet question, it will be entirely in order. 

Mr. PRATT. Then prefer that the pending 
amendment should be disposed of first. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Mason’s 
amendment, and it was adopted. 


Mr. PRATT. [£ now move to amend the bill || 


by adding at the end of it the following ; 
“ Sec.—-, And be it further enacted, That whenever a per- 


t 
| 
| 
| 
| 


son heid to service or labor, as is hereinbefore expressed, | 


shall escape as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawtal for the |) 
peraen of persous to; whom such serviee or labor is due, or || 


his, her, or their agent or attorney, authorized ‘in the man- | 
ner prescribed by the third section of this act, to deliver to | 


the proper officer authorized by this act tothear and deter- || 
mine upon the claim of such person or persons to the service || 
of libor of such fugitive, a wanscript of the record as au- | 


th rized by the —— section of this act, and authenticated || strike from the bill the following clause, viz: 


as thereby reqdired, or such other proof as such clafmants 


would now by law be authorized tofurnish; and thereupon, | 


and upon the affidavit ia writing of sueh claimant, or of his, 


her, or their agent or attorney, made before such officer, || 
that the person or persons named in said record as afugitive | 
or fugitives, is or are, at the time of such affidavit being | 
made, within the county where such officer resiiles, or || 


within ite territorial limits within which such officer is au- || 


thorized to act, it shall be the duty of such officer forthwith 
to issue his warrant, directed as is aforesaid provided, and 
upon the reevipt thereof by the officer to whom directed, it 
shati be his duty to execute the same, and to proceed there- 
With im the same manner as is prescribed by the third sec- 
tion of this act. 


“ Se0.—. And be it further enacted, Thatif euch fugitive || 


be not delivered up to the persoh or persons delivering 
euch traoseript, or furnishing sudh other proof as aforesaid, 


I} 


Srevens, of Pennsyivania, and We.isorn. 


On motion by Mr. ALEXANDER, leave was | 


gtanted to withdraw from the files of the House, 


| tive departments, the petition and papers of Darius 
| Hawkins. 

Mr. SFANLY called for the regular order of 
business. 


and the House resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The motion of Mr. Gorr was put and agreed to. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The House accordingly resolved itself ‘into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


| Mr. GOTT moved that the rules be suspended 


consideration of the bill making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govy- 
ernment for the year ending 30th June, 1851. 
The state of the question was this: 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, had moved to 


“For the purchase of Greenwood Island, near Pasca- 
goula, Mississippi, lately nade by the Surgeon Gentral, 
under the order of General Twiggs, fur the loeation of a 
military hospital, $5,000-”’ . 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, had moved to amend 
the amendment by striking out ‘* $5,000” and in- 
serting ** $1.”’ And 

Mr. McCLERNAND had moved an amend- 


|| ment to substitute ** $500"’ for ** ¢1.”’ 


! 
} 
| 
ti 


| 


i 


within —— days afier the same is delivered or furnished, | 
und affidavit made a8 aforesaid, then it shall be lawful for || 


such claimant or élaimants to instiqite suit in the circuit | 


or distriet court of the United States, in which he, she, or 
they reside, against.the distriet attoracy of the United 
Siates for such district, to recover the value of such fugitive 
from service or labor, and the legal expenses incurred in 
the attempt to seeure such fugitive. 

“sue, —, And be it further enacted, That at the time of 
institunag such suitin the circuit or district court as afore- 
said, the said claimant shall file a declaration in writing, th 
whieh he shall set forth his title to the service or labor of 
such fugitive; the proceedings had under the provisions of 
thie uct to recover such fugitive inthe State or ‘Territory 
into which such fugitive has escaped; that the said fugitive 
was in ‘he county named in said proceedings when the 
game were there Commenced, and that such fugitive had not 
heen delivered to said claimant as required by this act; that 
a copy ofsaid declaration shall be issued by the clerk of said 
distriet or cireuit court, with a simmons against the said 
district attorney, which shall be delivered to the marshal 


provess to said 


“Bec. -—. And be it further enacted, That at the term | 


of said court to which the said process shall be retarned 
served, it shall be the duty of the said attorney f take iasue 


| 


} 
j 
i 
i 
| 
i 
} 
j 


j 
i} 
i} 


Mr. BAYLY was proceeding to oppose the 


| amendment, when 


Mr. McCLERNAND interposed, and made the 
point of order that no further remarks were in or- 
der upon the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order. 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was rejected. 


| Mr. BAYLY moved an amendment (pro forma) 


to reduce the sum from five to four thousand dol- 
lars. 

He said that this island, the title of Which was 
to be secured to the United States, was worth 
$16,000. Now, these great econoniists in the 
House— 


Mr. McCLERNAND, (interposing.) I rise to 


| a point of order. 


i 


} 
} 


| 
| 
Mr. BAYLY. 1 will sitdown. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. 1 will state my point 
|oforder. ‘The gentleman proposes to reduce the 


|| stim to $4,000, and he goes on to state that the 


} 


to the said declaration, whereupon it shall be the daiy of | 


the saitt court to eweara jury to try said issue; the said 
attorney being hereby required to defend the same on behalf 
of the Uvited States, and upon the verdict of the jury in 


favor of such Claimant to be rendered upon such legal and || 


eompetent testimony as shall be admitted by the court, 
judgment he rendered jin said court fur the vaiue of 
ihe service of labor of such fugitive, as ascertained by the 
jury, togetier with the legal expenses incurred by the said 
claitnantin the prosecution ef his said claim. 

* Bre, —, Amd be it enacted, That it shall and may 


be lawful. for any t who may sroenes, jitament-a 
copy thereof, 


aforesnid, to take an ntieated 


and to pre- 


sent the same to the of the asury of the United | 
Riates, who is hereby authorized and directed to pay the || 


||amendment. He said it appeared very strange 


some our Of any money in the Treasury net otherwise appro- 
priated.”? 


7 
Thia proposition was debated at great length, 
he tired WINTHROG. YULE! 
ASS, tyrone BADGER, BUTLER, uN 


. 


; 


of the’ United States, to be by him served on the baid attor- || island is worth $16,000. 


hey, and then returned as in the case of other mesne | 


Mr. BAYLY. Very well. Let the amendment 
| be voted down. 
The question was taken; and the amendment to 
the amendment was rejecied. @ 
_Mr. BAYLY moved w reduce the sum to $4,999. 
He said that this island had been ascertained to 
be worth $16,000, and the sum which he proposed 
came within a dollar of being sufficient to secure 
its title to the United States. Yet these sticklere 
“for economy, who were’so anxious to preserve the 
public Treasury from plunder, and who were 
against the proposition of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, as a proposition of plunder, wished 


} 
} 
| 


to put this $11,000 into the pockets of General, 


| Lawson, instead of into the Treasury. 
Mr. DUNHAM opposed the amendment to the 


| that the Surgeon General, who was represented to 
be perfectly willing to take the island at $10,000, 


| should be so anxious that the Government should 


re 


| wake it-at $5,000. 


Union, (Mr. Burt in the chair,) and resumed the’ | 


| 


} 
} 





Mr. DUNHAM argued that it was 
sary to buy the island, and that ite position 
such that we om not want to make it the oo 
a permanent military hospital, or in ti 
to use it. It had — been used temporaria 

| ring the late war, and would not be needed — 

unless we were to have another Mexican 
which he prayed God to avert. If we boy Kean 
title of the island, we should have to males = 
appropriation to build the hospital and Protect | 
and protect the site. For twenty years the ra 
ernment had been making appropriations to x = 
the site of Fort Moultrie, and 80 it would be an 
case. If the Government commenced works the : 
it would not get off without appropriatifigthy: 
dreds of thousands of dollars; and, he re od, 
we had no use for it. ” oe 


| The question was taken, and the-amendment of 


Mr. Bayty to the amendment was rejected 

Mr. FEATHERSTON moved an amendmen 
to reduce the sum to $4,950; and in defence of th 
action of the Committee of Ways and Means in 
reporting this item, he said, if the contract for the 
title to the island were oa by the Govern. 

| ment it was in proof before the committee that the 

| Government would be obliged to purchase some 
other site along the coast somewhere between New 

| Orleans and Mobile for a healthy location for a 
mihtary hospital. . 

Mr. DUNHAM inquired if there was any law 
| providing fora er hospital at this point? 
| Mr. FEATHERSTON replied that there wes 
| not to his knowledge. 

Mr. F. resumed, and repeated that it was in proof 
| before the Committee of Ways and Means, that the 
| purchase of a site was necessary; that this was q 
| favorable location; that the property was worth 

twice or three times the amount which it was pro- 
posed to pay for it. Was it policy, he asked, in 
the Government to abandon the contract under 
these circumstances, and throw this $]0,000 or 
$12,000 into the hands of General Lawson? He 
conceived “that there was but one course for the 
House to take, viz: to ratify the proceedings of 
the officer who, it was true, had acted without 
authority. The Government would thus get a 
good title. He noticed the declarations of gentle- 
men, that because the contract was made without 
authority of law, it must be annulled by way of 
rebuke to General Lawson; and said he had no 
doubt but this was the very course which that 
officer would wish the Government to adopt. He 
hoped the appropriation would be made, and that 
the Government would avail itself of the benefits 
of the contract, which, though without strict aa- 
thority of law, was made in good faith. 

Mr. SWEETSER expressed his opposition to 
the amendment. He said two questions were pre- 
sented: first, if the officers of the Government 
acted in good faith for the Government, and wished 
for relief, he was in favor of granting equitable 
relief. The fact could not be Sicesthed, that the 

purchase was without authority of law, and thet 
the island was desired only for temporary use—t0 
secure a healthy depét for our troops during the 
war with Mexico. ‘l’hat object had been attained; 
and if the officers, having acted in good faith wo 
promote the interests of the Government desired it, 
he was willing to extend relief, But if the appropri- 
ation was puton the other ground, that a speculation 
could be made out of it, he wanted nothing to do 
with it. Nothing was cheap to an individual, of 
to the Government, that was not wanted; but 
money paid for such an object was thrown away. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. FeaTHerston was rejected, 

Mr. MEADE moved an amendment o 
amendment, providing that the Secretary of Wet 
shall cause the Uaaid te be sold. 

Mr. JONES appealed to the gentleman from 
Virginia to modify his amendment so as to pre- 
vide for the sale of the island for cash, instead of 
upon a credit. 

_ Mr. MEADE aid, either form; he was not pet 


He had but a single remark to make. He hed 


heard no reason for k thi for the 
uss wf the Unidos Gime: Ag thos worucy 
marine hospital at New Orleans and one at Mo 
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